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THE 

H E R MI T 

O F T H E 

R O C K. 



■Ike Marchtonefs De Lausanne, 

TO,/ 

Madame De Savellon, 

X^OU look upon my fituation as de- 
plorable, my ; dear Maria, and 
from your extreme affe&ion for me, 
believe that it cannot but be prejudicial 
Vol. III. ■ B *» 



a The HERMIT of the ROCK, 
to my health, merely from my giving 
way to melancholy ; but that -melan- 
choly, fd far .from being injurious to 
me, is the only confolation I enjoy. 
To remove thofe fears, however, which 
you feel for your unhappy friend, in con- 
fequence of your tender affe&ion for 
her, I can tell you that I met with 
an incident lately, which, for a fhort 
time prevented me from giving any 
attention to my own forrows, though 
it is not in the power of any human 
event to make me ceafe to lament the 
lofs of my ever beloved, and never- 
to-be forgotten Luzy. — After the hurry, 
indeed, which this incident occasioned, 

was 



The HERMIT of the ROCK. 3 
was over, I was the more ftrongly re- 
minded of my unhappy fate. v , 

~A few days ago we had htre fo 
violent a ftorm of thunder, lightning, 
and rain, accompanied with a whirl- 
wind which filled every bread: with 
terror : every bofom but mine, to that 
you know diftrefs is familiar: I was 
therefore left fenfible of < the danger; 
or rather lefs anxious of preferring a 
life which has for fome time been 
almoft ready to fink under the weight 
of accumulated wretchednefs. Yer, 
though I am indifferent about my own 
fafety, Maria, I could not behold from 
the windows of the caftle> a. veflel 
B 2 which 



4 TfcE HERMIT of the ROCK. 
which had leag ftruggled to ride thro ? 
the ftorm, compelled at laft to flibmit 
to its- overpowering violence, and 
bulged upon the rock, from which 
thofe on board had ineffe&ually endea- 
voured to fteer it. The fcreams of 
the miferable crew:, reaching my ears, 
filled my foul with horrors. I felt for 
the unfortunate vi&ims ; I felt alfo for 
myfelf : terrified, at the idea that the 
mercilefs waves had fwallowed up the 
beloved of my heart, my grief was 
1-eaewfcd, and I wept aloud.— My peo- 
ple now came to tell me, that th£ 
greateft part of the crew was drowned. — 
Methought I faw my Luzy finking a 

fecond 



The HERMIT of the ROCK; $ 
fecond time in- the fathomlefs ocean.- — 
They imagined that my tears flowed for 
thm> but they proceeded from an ad- 
ditional < caufc, ever to be remembered 
with . the moft painful fenfations. — 
While- 1 was -giving a vent to the 
effufions of my fenfibility, Nannette, 
my faithful Nannette, came running 
into my apartment— <c Oh, madam !" 
exclaimed fhe alraoft breathlefs, " What 
a fcene of dillrefs have* I beheld ? In 
that vefiel you -fee- broken to pieces 
by the ftorm, was a family who are all 
drowned, except one lidy, whom the 
failors had lafhed to apart of the fhip: 
but the wind burfting the cords afun- 
B3 der, 



6 The HERMIT of the ROCK. 
der, {he was driven by it to the fhore. 
She has been taken up more dead thaa 
alive by your people, who have made 
her bring up fome of the fait water 
fhe had fwalloved i $n4 tjiey hpp^ if 
th-ey can get her tQ fakq any r$pqfe, 
that flie may recover, But as feon as 
ihe came tq the. remembrance of her 
unhappy fl^te* fhe refufed. aftaffiftaacc, 
all comfort,; declaring,, that as lhe had 
loft the only man in the world for 
whom fhe wiihed to live, Ihe did not 
defire to preserve her exiftence." — 
Such a. renewal of my forrows makes 
my heart grow faint within me. — My 
head is too weak to hold a pen — I 

muft, 



The HERIMT of the ROCK. y 
muft, therefore, for a fhort time, bid 
adieu to my Maria — But, when my 
ftrength and fpirits will permit, you 
fhall foon hear again from your, affec- 
tionate friend, 

Victoria, 
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8 The HERMIT of thb ROCK. 



the Marcbionefs D e Lausanne, 

in Continuation* 

T TAKE up my pen again, Maria, 
to continue my narration. I was 
before too much affe&ed to proceed. 

My people, at my defire, brought 
the lady they had faved, though with 
great difficulty, to the caftle. — She 
now wept, now**aved, and called aloud 
upon her Meilcour : vowing, that as he 
was forever loft, flie would follow him, 
and partake of his watery grave ; ftrug- 
gling, alfo, as much as fhe could, 
from the failure of her ftrength, with 

thofe 



The HERMIT of the ROCK. 9 
thofe who held her, and begging to 
be releafed that fhe might join her 
lover, her huflband. — How I pitied her, 
my dear Savillon ! How did her lofs 
bring to my memory, my own ! — My 
tears flowed afrefli when I thought of 
my Luzy \ and by them I gained more 
upon her than if I had made ufe o£ 
a thoufarid words. 

She, at length, fubmittedto the being 
led to the apartment I had deftined for 
her. — She then addrcfled me in the fol- 
lowing pathetic manner. " Your fympa- 
thizing tears, Madam, have done more 
than the moft earneft perfuaffions could 
have effected-: you feel, you cherifh* 
B 5 my 



io The HERMIT of the ROC £. 
my forrows : others infuJU them by de-, 
firing me no longer to complain. — 
No longer to complain /" continued &e, 
lifting up her eyes, while her hands 
w^re cl[afped in an agony of defpair — 
' " Not to lament, when I have loft all 
1 held dear on earth ? — Oh, madam I 
you do ndt — cannot know — what a 
wretch you now behold — I would fpeak 
— I wifh, to tell you — but my voice 
fails me — I; cannot art^ulate my woes." 
— Here (he fqnk injto a kind pf faint- 
ing fit, and was conyeye4 to a bed; 
near which I feated fliyfelf.. While I 
was affifted by Nannette, applying 
lavender-water to hejr twiplcs, and 

volatiks 



us HERMIT op the ROCK, n 
volatiles to her nofe, I had an oppor- 
tunity of taking a. viewof her perfon. — 
I found her young, lovely, and even 
delicate beyond expreffion, though the 
fplafhing of the fea, and the diforcter 
of her dreis had deprived her of thqfy 
advantages which give graces to the 
fineft figures. When £he opened her 
eyes, and attempted to thank me for 
my eare of her, there was an exprek 
fion in tbenty and a melody in ho: 
plaintive accents, which filled me with 
admiration^ and made me feel a. double 
(hare of compaflion for her fate. I 
endeavoured to perfuade her to take 
feme refrefhment ; but all my eloquence 
B 6 could 



la The HERMIT of fkfe ROCK, 
could not, for a long time, prevails — 
" No," — cried fhe with a figh, which 
fcemed torend herheart — u No, madam, 
'-^1 cannot confent to do any thing to 
prolong a life that muft'be iuperlatively 
wretched, without the man whom I 
loved beyond myfclf — Only put yourfelf 
in my place" — continued lhe. — " Sup- 
£6fe you had this moment loft the dear 
beloved of your foul, the moft amiable 
of men to whom you had fworn to 
unite yourfelf by the moft facred, the 
moft binding ties. — To fuch a man I 
fhould have been united forever, as 
foon as we had fet our feet on fliore, 
— but in one fad— dreadful moment, the 

pitilefs 



The HERMIT or the ROCK. 13 
pitilefs waves, as if envious of my ap- 
proaching felicity j fnatched him from 
my light — tore- him forever from me — 
Oh ! Madam! can 'you, who never 
fuftained fuch a lofs — can you alk 
me to live ? — Can you expedt me to 
receive confolation ?" — Here, my dear 
Maria, was a fcene forme! — What a 
revival of my own ever-to^be remem- 
bered forrows ! what an addition to 
them ! would it not have inftantly 
brought my Luzy before me, had it 
been poffible for .me ever to forget 
him! — The fudden recollection pains 
my heart to fuch a degree of acute- 
- nefs, that my pen drops from my 

feeble 



14 The HERMIT of the ROCK. 
feeble hand.—- When I have wiped 
away my tears, foothed, and indulged 
my forrow9, I will endeavour to refunne 
it.-rTill then, beftow an additional 
fiiare of pity on 

Your diftrefled 

Victoria. 



w 



the 
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The Mtnbiontfs $>e Lausanne 

T O 

Madame De Savfllon. 

"TTOU will feci how I fympathiized 
' with this poor fufferer, Maria; 
I not only kept pace with her fighs 
and tears, but told her that flie was, 
by no meana, the only wretched of 
her fex: adding, that I had, myfelf, 
met with a dreadful calamity of the 
fame kind, by lofing the man whom 
I had all the reafon in the world, to 

love, 
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love, honour, and revere.— Here lhe 
ftarted up, — looked earneftly in my 
face, and, prefling my hand with an 
inexpreflible agitation, cried eagerly, 
c< But you did not fee him die — you 
did not fee him float on the waves till 
he expired before your eyes — Oh ! 
that- — that was too much to bear L" 
How was my heart rent by fuch pa- 
thetic expreflions ! They prevented me 
from offering her any immediate con- 
folation. I could only reply,, in broken, 
accents, cc Yes — but I was. the caufe of 
his death."— " Ah I" replied fhe, with 
a mournful, compaffionate air, " that was 
killing indeed* — Yet you live, my dear 

madam i 



The HERMIT of the ROCK. 17 

madam i you have been gracioufly 
fpared to offer comfort to fuch a wretch 
as me," — cc I have," anfwered I, col- 
lecting myfelf, in confequence of this 
fpeech (my heart funk within me, and 
I reproiched inyfelf for r having beeit 
guilty of ingratitude to the Giver of 
AH) " \bave endeavoured to be refigned 
to the Father of Mercy, but I cannot 
bring myfelf to the frame of mind I 
wifti to be in. I cannot but lament the 
lofs of him whom I fo dearly loved : 
yet I have not abfolutely rejedted all 
comfort, I ftill preferve my life, at the 
requeft of my remaining friends." — 
" But / have no friends remaining," 

replied 



i8 Thm HERMIT of *>he ROCK, 
replied Bpc j H I have fecn both my 
parents expire.*«-My dear mother, with 
her Hteft breath, gave me to my loft 
Meilcour-»*and we were going to re-* 
ceive the Uft fight of an uncle of his 
at Naples, when this dreadful vifita* 
tion came upon us/'— ffere a freft\ 
torrent of tears burft from her eyes, 
and put a total flop to her utterance. 
She continued to' weep fop a conflder- 
able time ;— I willingly bore her com- 
pany, and a&ually found relief by 
giving a vent to my full heart; my 
fympathetic behaviour feemed to touch 
her deeply — She dalhed away her tears, 
for a moment, and alked my pardon 

for 
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for having revived, a furrow wfciejv £ 
might havfe.forgQttQjy, h^d it #pt b$$* 
renewed by ^. Her manper affe&c<J 
me exceedingly— I faid and did QY*ry 
thing in arty ptpwer hi rend** he? xsms 
compofed. At length i prevails on 
her ta fwallaw a littfc light fQttg, ?»4 
to try to take foro* feftr—She com-i 
plied with my iirffcrequeft, but to* till 
* it had b«ea feveral times rcpetted-rr 
telling nie-rrrby way of return for my 
kindnefsrrrTthat I had Convinced he?, it 
would bejoriminal in her to throw a way 
her own life y and that we had Aevsr-fo 
much reafon to hope for relief from our 
Creator as when we fubmitted, without 

murmuring, 
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murmuring, toWs wife decrees; cc Yet 
what relief/* added ^e, with a deep 
figh, cf <:an I exped ? Every thing which 
I valued in this world is loft — all my 
hoptes are buried in the pathJefs ocean. 
I have riothing left td wifli for ox de- 
fife* hfit to fojlow Meitcour— I "wiflx 
only to <lie. — We may furely wifh for 
a period to bur [mffeiice/rjwithout ap- 
pearing in a criminal light.— Indeed; 
Indeed?-— cohtinued ; fhe, clafping her 
hands, cc I would not do amifs for the 
tjniverfe;t— But I long to go to a better 
place, for here is nothing but forrow 
and : diftrefs." — I could not help fub- 
fcribihg, , in my own mind, to the 
* fentiments 
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fentiments of this unfortunate ftranger, 
my dear Savillon ; I wifhed, however, 
to give a different turn to them.-— The 
appearance of conformity is fometimes 
more efFe&ual than ofpofition-, I have 
found it fo, and my dear Maria has, 
by this method, more than once foothed 
the tortured tnind 

Ofherafflided 

Victoria, 
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The'MarcbioneJsDx Lausanne, 

TO 

Madame De Savillon. 

Ti yTY poor unhappy gtteft, Maria, 
at length overcome with afflic- 
tion and fatigue, confented to try to 
repofe herfelf. — I then left the room, 
ordering Nannette to watch by her, 
and went out to breathe a little frefh 
air, in hopes that it Would relieve my 
full heart, from which I ftrove to 
banifhthe unfortunatQLuzy. — I thought, 

indeed, 



The HERMIT of the ROCK. 23 
indeed, I had fomewhat Ids -reafon to 
complain, by having found that I was 
not the only woman in diftrefs : I 
thought too, I might reckon myfclf 
lefs miferable than this mourning 
ftranger, having ftill friends remaining 
who were moftdearto me ; particularly 
you and my Sancerre, who. fupplied 
the place of father, mother, &c. J 
thought too, that as my good Nan- 
nette, though in an humble ftation, 
was a treafure, it was my duty to be 
grateful i for an honeft faithful fervant, 
not infenfible of our afflictions, is, 
perhaps, one of our greateft comforts, 
as we can before them freely unbofon) 

ourfelves, 
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ourfelves, and by venting our forrows 
frequently find the greateft relief: we 
are afraid to wouijd the heart of Zr 
near relation, or a valued ' friend, by 
our complaints : there is alfo fome kind 
of reftri&ion before the deareft com- 
panions of our days, who are either 
our fuperiors or equals; but with 
domeftics, there is nc* fuch delicacy 
required: we pay no regard to their 
prefence ; we give a vent to our for- 
rows, as if we believed ourfelves un- 
heard.— When fuch hpmble friends as 
my Nannette, pay us that attention 
which we fometimes require, we re- 
ceive* it with the greater fatisfaftion, 
* : as 
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as we can receive it without CCnftraint; 
*rid are even at liberty to return a 
pcevifh, difcontented anfwef to their 
offered confolations, without caring 
whether wepleafe or offend.— "What 
comforts are thefe ?" faid I to myfelf. — 
Qn a (udden, cafting my eyes on the 
beech, and beholding the foaming fea, 
I fighed aloud, and afked, if the rolling 
waves would recall my Luzy. — I 
walked, haftily, to and fro, quite 
abforbed in thefe contemplations for 
fome time. — One of my fervants then 
came running towards me, telling me 
that they had taken up a man, who 
by his cloaths appeared to be pf fome 
Vol. III. C . fafhign, 
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fafhion, and that they. had hopes. of 
recalling him to life. — I darted at this 
intelligence — my fond, fooliih heart 
deceived me — from the fimilitude of 
circumftances — and I forgot .tfyat my 
Luzy had been long long dead; that his 
precious remains had been long food 
for fifhefe an d *hat had his body been 
discovered, and taken up, . it : wpuld 
l^ave been fo changed as fcarcely to 
have been known. — I then, recollect- 
ing my wandering thoughts, enquired 
what fort of a perfon this ftranger 
was. — I afked, whom they had been fo 
fortunate as to fave.— The anfwer was, 
<c a young, handfome man," A pocket- 
book 
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book was found in his coat with the 
name of Meilcoyr in it. . I immedi- 
ately remembered that Meilcour.was 
the name which my weeping inmate 
had mentioned, I flew to her with the 
intelligence, but my heart funk within 
me, when. I considered that though her 
Meilcour was thus happily patched 
from <ieftru<5tion, my Luzy was loft for- 
ever.-— Think me not ungrateful, how-* 
ever, to Providence; think me not 
too felfilh, Maria j think not that I 
forgot to rejoice at the unexpe&ed pre- 
fervation of her lover. — « Shall I be 
weak .enough to feel forrow," faid I to 
myfelf i " fliall I dare to be offended, 
C 2 becaufc 
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becaufe heaven, in its mercy, has 
judged fit to fpare one man, and to 
deftroy another ? What reafon had I to 
expeft fiich a miracle in my favour? 
Of, fuppofing I bad, am I to murmur 
at my difappointment ? Can I prrtendf 
to know what is beft, or argue with 
my Mtker, concerning right and 
Wrtmg ?*--^Thefe reflexions mack me 
afhamed of myfelf ; I hung down my 

head in filent fubmiflion to the will of 
the Almighty -, I felt my heart full of 
gratitude for his merciful interpofition 
in favour of the unfortunate ftranger, 
and haftened to charge my people not 
to furprife her too fuddenly with this 

happv 
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happy news, left lhe might not be able 
to fupport the fhock of joy ; having 
been often told that fudden joy is as 
fatal,, fometimes, as fudden grief. — 
Would to God I were worthy of being 
tried !— Surely, I could die with plea- 
fure for the reftoration of my Luzy.— * 
But I am complaining again^—Oh par- 
don — and while you pardon, pity 

Your ever affe&ionate/ 

however affiidted, 

Victoria. 

Cj the 
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The Manhlonefs De Lausanne 

TO 

Madame Dr Savillok. 

T CONTINUE to write, my Maria, 
concluding that you wifh to hear 
more of my fair gueft. I am always 
pleafed, while I ara converging with 
my Savillon s in that light do I con- 
fider the letters which pafs between 
us. — To proceed then — I haftened to 
Mademoifelle de Narbonnej (for that 
is her name, as I was informed by 

fome 
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fomc who efcaped the wreck) fhe had 
teen afleep* for a moment— fhe ftarted, 
as from a terrifying dream: at firft, 
file appeared all confuted. — fC Where 
am I ?" faid (he, wildly- — " Where am 
I, Meilcour? Are you near me, my 
love? I feem faint/— She then, on a 
fudden; recollecting heffelf, exclaimed 
— f € tJW how I know— fatal remem- 

• brance" (continued fhe, wringing her 
hands) "Jam on fhore — and thou — * 
Oh, my God — tKou, — thou art drown- 
ed!"— Upon this, I approached, and 
begging her to be compofed, afked • 

- her if fhe was fure that he was loft ; 

if fhe actually faw him expire 5 adding, 

C 4 that 
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that people in h|s (( alarn).^ oopdUipp 
had often been miraculcwfly pr«eferved, 
and fnatched from the waves which -were 
ready to overwhelm them, $nd reftored 
to their affli&ed friends.—" Ah 1" — 
replied fhe — as if a feint beam of 
hope had entered her mind — then, 
fudd<ajly c^rc^ng.j»(^f— |he ^4dpd 
— "Nor-jDo^he is v dead — I ftw,Jhirn 
die^—and in the, moft dreadful ju^a- 
ner/ , — cc You might think, fo/' as* 
fwtred I, cc md y# ; )^tf.jtna# b^e baw 

. miftak^tv-rrT^ r q is > 3 roaa w &> 'PW- 
tends to have feen him alive."-— "Oh! 
where is he'?-— wiio is he?" — exclaimed 
(he with great, eagernefs — in a& agony 

of 
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of expectation — yet apparently doubt- 
ful of the truth of what I had faid.— r" Is 
it poffible, my dear mada*o ?— Let me 
fee him ipyfelf " — continued flie, raif- 
ing herfelf up — ''Let me fly to him 
-—I can revive him fooner than any 
one ; my Meilcour would hear the 
voice of bU Adelaide, though deaf to all 
the world befide." — It was with great 
difficulty that I could keep her from 
runnings out of die room.— At laft, 
however, I prevailed on her to be 
more calm, telling her that I was 
fure he would come to her. — " Ay," 
laid &e> <c fo he would, were he able 
~I feave no doubt f>f that. He would 

C 5 . fly 
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fly through every danger to meet mer^ 
I cannot bear this fufpenfe — 'tisworfe, 
far worfe than death: let me go-r-let 
me go — I will believe in the goodnefs 
of the Almighty — I will hope my 
love is .alive." — With thefe words, 
fpringtng from me — for I had hold of 
her hand — fhe darted towards the door, 
to meet her Meilcour, as fhe hoped.*^ 
There (he was flopped by a meffengtr 
who came to tell us, that the perfon 
whom they thought was Mr, Meilcour 
was the captain of the veffel, and that 
the body of the former could not be 
found. — This intelligence was too 
• haftily delivered for the poor Adelaide. 

—She 
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— She inftantly dropped, fenfelefs, on 
Che floor. — You may imagine, Maria, 
how much I reproached myfelf with 
having aflifted in cruelly deceiving 
her. — But I muft bid you adieu for the 
prefent. Salute for me your revered 
mother, remember me to our beloved 
tindor^and believe me, ./).'/ 

Ever your 
:.■.".. Victoria, 



C€ Tke 
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93frf Marchionefs De . La vs. an n b, 

TO 

Madame Db Savjuon, 

X7*OU fay that you tifemft yourfelf 
greatly in the hiftory of the 
unfortunate Adelaide, and intreat me 
to continue it. — "Ah! Maria! is not 
your Viftoria as unfortunate — more, 
unfortunate, ten m thoufand times !" — 
We raifed Mademoifelk de Narbonne 
from the floor, but we could not for a 
long time bring her to life ; and when: 

we 
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we fucceeded. fhe ; , ieetned to • feaye 
quite, -loft her jeaforu She raved, rent 
her; cl oat hs^, and tore Jier hair, calljed 
upon her 4pver*. and, afked, why he. had 
left fecr— rwhy he ; ha$ left her twic'e~-- 
why one ftrokt was hot fufEcient to kill 
her ^^And, indeed,: we could hardly-*- 
both of ttf^flpjtorfc die load of af- 
fliction with which we were oppreffed. 
— As for myfelf, I was utterly inca- 
pable of making any attempt to afford 
my poor Adelaide the fipalleft relief* 
I thought, too much, how I fhould 
have felt, had I been tantalized with 
the hopes of feemg my Luzy again; 
and if thofc hopes had been all blafted 

—Oh 
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—Ohl my Savillbn, itfrat ; ariguifli is 
- there - in that idea ! - ■■ 1 fympathize ; fo 
J deeply with my poor' Adelaide, that I 

am -unable to tbink-~mhch left to 
'write : I can only tell ydti, thkt it is 

Very doubtful whether flie ever recovers 

fcer fenfes : and that however mine may 
be affe&ed, I inuft always remain, 

Your faithful 

. Victoria.. 



"» 



Madame 
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Madame De Lausanne, 



t o 
Madame De Savillon. 



^\H ! my Maria ! my forrows are to . 
have no end : I fuffer not only 
for my own misfortunes, butforthofe 
of other people, — The misfortunes of 
this poor Adelaide, indeed, reminds 
me fo much of my own, that I feel 
more acutely for her> than I fhould 
for any woman diftreffed in any other 
manner. 

The 
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The perfon whom I mentioned in 
my laft, was the captain of the veflel 
which had been wrecked. — I found 
him, on his being recovered from the 
extreme fatigue he had undergone, an 
agreeable intelligent man.— After hav- 
ing thanked* me for the relief and en- 
tertainment he had received at -the 
caftlp, he, added, c< I understand, Ma- 
dam, that. Mademoifelle de Nar bonne 
was brought to this place before my 
arrival, and I doubt not but fhe has 
met with every kind of affiftanee and 
confolation which her Situation re- 
quired : I 'am apprehenfive, however, 
that fhe will never furvive her afflic- 
tions.— 



:tff?q$,— I WM cony^y iflg ? >this. unhappy 

-WSPg ^ d 7 *?.** U W 1 « #f JMUmficiir d£ 
Meilcpur, whea.the .la^.Pfoft.-yipkqt 
ftprro arofe, whichfo alarraf4 J^er.lovsr 
on i?(?;; ^qcpupt,. th$t be talked of no- 
thing , bitf, thcj means e£ ;prefpnring., the 
4«ureft .gprt b>elonging - to hup * -fri* ^- 
^K?^^^?^^^^^: not . Afc 
. ^^wfrfftf .fflSH -Aft C^v^ 

this method heapproye4 of, Jbppicg 
ihq might floaf pa it to ^jne,:. ttys 
rnof^op, : however,; fhj?. ; ve£y ftrejuioufly 
opppfefi, .dedaring, tfrat nothing; but 
.death ihould.. Separate ..her from her 
^JMeilcour, — He then, in<.orcler to pre- 
vail 
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vail on her, told her/ that if fhe woufti 
confen t to wHatr we defiredv her com- 
pRance wotild not only contribute to 
her owi^ prefervatioh, but to bis alfo, 
as he fhoulcF be, Tn confequience of it, 
^aKid ttf : dii*& ^tfie failing of f ' *er 
Kttle bafk while lie IWam by her to 
fhore. This pfopofa^ though thftre 
was no great probability of its Tucceft, 
had' the mfhed^fbr effeff* '<ifc m&Oed 
her to try it, and indeed nothing itiprc 
could be done. She confeAted to a€t 
agreeably to his <kfire,' butfaid flie 
would firft take leave of him; as (he 
really believed fhe fhould not live 
through the (form i : adding, that Iherdid 

not 
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not wifh to live through it, without 
being affured of bis fafety ; being de- 
termined ne^er to be left behind alive. 
— In vain did Meilcour urge that it 
was our duty to do every thing in 
our power to prefervc the exiftence 
which was given us as a bleffing, and 
that no change of fortune Ihould ever 
make us throw it carelefsly away. — 
All this time he affifted in faftcning 
her to the raft, though the fea ran fo 
high that it was with the greateft diffi- 
culty we could, any of us, compafs our 
defigns,* and her fears for her lover, 
which produced the mod pathetic la- 
mentations, retarded us confiderably in 

the 
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the execution of them. At laft, how- 
ever, we finiihed our operations; ^c 
. lalhed her to the raft. — juft as we 
.were going to Munch her on thetumul- 
tuous waves, and when Meilcouf was 
preparing to follow her, and to endea- 
vour to fwim to Jhore, (he caught fait 
hold <>fjwi), aad conjured him, by 
the loye which be .had always profe (Ted 
for her, never to abandon her — never 
to die without plunging b*r along with 
him into the bottomlefs deeper-" Let 
us go together" — exclaimed {he— (ia 
heart-piercing accents) let us go to- 
gether — jio matter where we go — If 
we cannot liye united, let us die fo — 

I am 
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I am not afraid to die v/ith you, Meil- 
cour— I ftould fce grieyed to leave 
you— yet if we muft part — if we mujl — 
Oh! gracious heaven! let me be fingle'd 
4jut by deatb\ let me not have the 
irtifcry of furviving all that I hold 
moft dear in this world l" — He ftrove 
to encourage her-, he ftrove to fup- 
port bimfelf by her fide, andtliey had 
fbme reafon to hope that they might, 
both of them, reach the point they 
had, moft anxioufly, in view: but 
their hopes were blafted.-— At the very, 
moment Meilcour was within a fc# 
Jirokes of the fliore, a large Wave rolled 
over him, and utterly deprived him 

of 
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of the power of ftruggling with his 
fate: it deprived him of his breath — 
and he was doomed to die. We faw 
the danger he was in, but we could not 
get near enough to him to be of the 

leaft fervice. — Adelaide alfo faw the. 

» *. .. 

danger to which her lover was expofed; 
we heard a loud fcreara, and imagined 
that it was her laft, for we heard no. 
more. We ftill, however, perceived 
her, for fome time floating on tho> 
waves, which over-powered us all, and 
prevented us^ indeed, from being able 
to give each other any afliftance. — Yet* 
luckily, as I happened to be a better 
fwimmer than Meilcour, I at laft gained 

the 
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the land, but I; was fa fpent that I 
wpndqr howl could have fupported, 
myfelf fo long* — Meilcour gave me 
his pocket-book before he threw him- 
ielf into the fea, which I preferved in 
my jacket, as I could fyirayery. well 
in mycloaths, and I beg you will give 
it to Mademoifelle de Narbonne, ac- 
cepting, yourfelG my repeated acknow- 
ledgments for the care which your peo- 
ple have taken of me." 

Here the captain finiihed his narra- 
tive, which affe&ed me exceedingly, as 
.it brought to -my mind the death of 
my dear Luzy, who periflied juft in 
the fame manner as this Meilcour did. 

—Oh ! 
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—Oh ! my'; Maria i Oh ! that f I had 
died at the fame tftdnrtent ^Yefr^ray. 
forgive me— I am fenfible bf my irra- 
tional and immoral behaviour — But 
who would wifh to furvive fudi a lover 
as Luzy was to 

Your 

Victoria fc>E Laxtsanne. 



& 38C 38C « 
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Madame 
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Madam Db LausakKS* 

TO 



QHE ia gone— my dear Maria: the 

poor fuffering Adelaide iv no mors? 

' - She ctmU not fiitvive Ac fliock 

fee had foftained by the lofs of her 

Meilcour.~Oh 1 how could. I fuwiv* 

the Jofc of tny IJMjr N-^And yet I 

am alive* T Eye, and am in 

tolerable health* after an evefee which, 

as you might have imagined, noufck 

Vol. Ill* D have, 
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have, inevitably, deftroyed me. — But I 
fliall never recover my fpirits:— I 
fliall neVer * be rekafcd f frorri the ine- 
lancholy with which I am heavily — 
heavily oppreffed: that, however, is no 
©bje<5t o£toty- I afte6tS& :*-¥» v -i& matter 
how I am, 'tis, no matter what I feel, 
finrff :£jm?.\ is^gone^-B.ut- tgi purfae , 

}3ftteno<J» rgwuned t$ n thsfrjigiietc&d. 
Adelaide, -lafte?! If he jcony^rfwion *ithi> 
th/sr.capl;aUi> f, mentioned • in my. laft lefr, ; 
teJr, IvfoifeidAhe* jyft ( rwQvfcfe&jfromlj 
anfwoQfi:* jtAi:Jta>£gtit tp Ije^tf by- 
th* :>flfrength ,of . sbe^prd^Jft. which ,had>, 
bfeto admin»ftfeje.d:tO;;hejI :-?rbvK asufcon 
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as fhe opened her eyes> (he doled them 
again, declaring, fhc would flot * live j ' 
and afked thofe who were btffy about' 
her, why they had reftored hereto life*?' 
As the prefervation of her exiftence- 
was only the continuance of hermifdry/ 
— In vain did they urge the crime of 
fuicide, which was a&ually committed, : 
they faid, by all perfons who perfifteid 
in not taking care of the life whiclv 
their Maker had beftowed on them as 
ableffing. — " I do acknowledge, " re- 
plied fhe, " that while Meilcour was 
mine,, life was indeed, a blefling, moft 
invaluable — and though I fincerely 
wifli, though I fervently pray to die"<±~ 

-. D 2 added 
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added (he, with a £gh> from the bot- 
tom of her heart — " I am too fen&ble 
of the dariig crime of felf-deftrudioa 
tt> be guilty of it defignedly : but 
God, ytho h all-merciful, in die midft 
of HiJ wrath* and who does not re- 
quire ratoe from his weak creatures 
than they are able to perform — God, 
Willi I truft # in pity to the fuffcrings 
I have endured, haftea to rekafe me. 
I am going, I hope— end believe— to 
join my Meikour." — 

Here ftte made a long paufe^- 
Then, putting her col<$, feeble, dying 
hated in mine, toe added-—" Farewell, 
my dear madam >nnay you be amply 

rewarded 
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rewarded for all the kindneft whfch 
you have fliewn to a poor, diftreffed, 
unfortunate woman. — May you — Qh! 
may you never feel what fie has 
fufferedr— 

She then laid her face, compofcdly, 
en her pillow, and tittered, not ano- 
ther fyllable. She even went off with- 
out a groan.— Oh ! that my laft igh 
may be like bersi-<— Why — why have 
I not followed my Luzy? I lhouW 
then be at peace, like the poCf Ade- 
laide, whole laft fentiments cannot, 
Ibrdy, be deemed blameable. She 
wilhed not to live; but at the fame 
time, (he was not afraid to die: life 
D3 had 
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had, no. charms for her, when fhe was 
robbed of the partner of her heart, 
robbed of the man whom fhe loved 
at once from duty and inclination:— 
Yet you fee fhe took no ileps to put 
a period to her exigence* — She fuffered 
with patience, and fhe was—happily, 
I may add-r-refle&ing on her . moft 
painful fituation — releafed. 

I looked at her, juft now, laid out 
uppn her . bed : looked at her with a 
kind of melancholy fatisfa&ion, which 
I am not able, to defcribe. — I corrected 
myfelf, however," with this queftion. — 
" Is fhe not at peace ?" — Oh ! my 
Maria! would to heaven, I could fay 

that 
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that fey fomwys Were « 4n:rendj Bilt 
-this fchtiappf ^venti revives .-tfeofc-*- 
: Yet If j will - be refigned^t; will ' not 
ihttSrmaf^^eri as • mjl >lot;^ I will 
•not complain-*-! w-Ui ■ ft bixu **-*!&. itirit 
&bmti&ori y /is .nor ^rcrfigAafcbniirifefii, 
my Savillon ? And am I not ftill»-.*v> 

, " Your own 

Victoria de Lausanne.- 

Remembef,*i:mftift:kindeft man- 
• "' ,^w .#„; J\ 
ner to Madam- Valfeneprfi and our good 

Lindor j they will/ I am fure, fympa- 

thize with you> on my account : they 

have hearts which can feel for my fuf- 

'■»"*■ • -' D 4 ferings, 
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ferings, and, in confequenoe of what 
they feel, viH, no doubt* join their 
wilhcs td yoors for die removal of 
Jthem.— But iof . . thai: 1 1 ikf^u-rr-Sxtch 
felicity is toamudh fot me to expeft— • 
Felicity WI; h*r* long bade, idku to 



w 

J* 



Madame 
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Madame De Savill6h, 

T Q 

Madame De Lausannb. 

TTOW much have I felt for you, 
** my dear Vi&oria! how ex- 
ceedingly do I pity you ! Surety, nothing 
could have been more unlucky than 
the wreck you have fo pathetically 
defcribed juft at a time when you muft 
have been deeply affe&ed by it. — Yet 
ftill, if you give yourfelf leave to 
refleft a little, my Vi&oria, you will 
D 5 certainly 
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certainly allow 'that you cannot be fa 
miferable now, as you was while you 
lived with 3 tmn whom you 1 had fo 
much reafon to diflike from his unkind 
treatment; and though you may la- 
ment the lois.of' the amiable Luzy, 
can you derive no confolation from 
your being at -liberty to lament fhia 
lofs : From your being. , your 4»wn 
miftrefs? From your haying it in ypur> 
power to fay and do what you pleafe,, 
without haying an ill-natured, tyran- 
nical hufband to contradict and con- 
troul you ? Nor to reproach youjfor the. 
fighs you vent^ for the tears you fhed, 
mourning for the fate of him who was 

the 
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tfi^faan of- yotu- fehoice? -DtirijigMlfc 
life of Mr. deLaflfanrife, y6u r Cdifl#«ot 

tb4-di»"thtfiR rJ! 6f-4^ 'Liizf y^ougR 
#"wer^ alirtoft^i-^affit)!* : ft*«jb«. : t» 
foribfear flilnkihg .t^iiim^ild TpeaKirig 
to him I " Whit- *■& telle*; '' thettforfe; - to 
your ovfcr-ehatfged hfeart ^ra£ the death 
of > €his 'htifband j : f&fced upon you by 
the defpbtifm of a father; who tfti- 
niated all men by the richfes which the] 
poflfefled, ''^a'who-^aid tio rega?d-^ 
flinty-hearted himftlf-^-to the fitter feel- 
ings of the foul.. Confider, alfo, my 
ViAoria, . that unjuft and unkind as 
thi^fatfier <*ifr i -*yofc obeyed' Kfftv-arid 
: . i L„ , j«*i> d 5 gave 
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gave up lave for duty: you .have* 
xon&quently* no rcafon to upbraid 
yourfeif with regard to yoijr JUizy* 
whofe lofi you juftly lament, but you 
ought not to fuppoie yourfeif the caufe 
of his being dead-*-tt> jw. By having 
a&edthe part of a dutiful child, you 
will be greatly commended by thou* 
fands for your prudential behaviour. 
You had not the mod diftant idea of 
injuring Luzy by your obedience to 
your parents : you only gave him a 
more exalted proof of your merit: 
for, admitting that you had been ob~ 
ftinate, and refufed Laufanne, you never 
eould have married JLuzy, but in a 

clandeftine 
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clandeftine manner 5 and would you 
have defcrved bis love by fo unduti* 
ful a proceeding? What opinion, muft 
a man* do you imagine, have of the 
woman* who on bis account, difbbeys 
her parents, and flies from her family 
with him? Can fbch a woman bet 
rationally expefied to be faithful? Will 
z bad daughter ever make zgood wife? 
Can a man depend upon for who has 
difcovered that fhe is capable of deceit? 
JBelieve me, my dear Marchfonefi, you 
would never have been happy with 
Luzy without the confent of the Duke 
of Clarence, and as that confent could 
art be obtained, you Should be fatis- 

fied 
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fied with haying obliged: your father 
though againft your pwjd mclinati&m 
On that account^thedacrificcc,: which 
you 'taade, ldid> you the. greater honour* 
We ire told, my dear Vi&oria, that 
there is no . merit in the. performance 
of : what really give£ us'|)ldafune:^Jw* 
are told, : chat, virtue! aiife^fndm: felft 
denial. Thefe dodiines . have, 1 alktar* 
a fevere appearance, and you will* 
probably, tell me, in return, * that. I 
fcould not have found obedience fa 
very eafy,. if my 'choice had been I like 
yours, oppofed : and that, as my ex* 
cellent mother was as fond of Lindory 
as I was myfelfy evety thing went on- 

fmoothly. 
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fmoothly. Drawing thiac^nclufioafrottt 
thefe premifes* that I caniaat. form any 
judgment of the affii&ioltt which you 
have endured, which yoixfiill endure.**- 
All this,. I grant is trwe, in.fome de^ 
gree* and yet J have te\t r and da 
feel fw you* my deareft friend:, god 
it is my feeling; fo. acutely for youc 
diftrefs which makes nte avail myfctf 
of every argument in my power, tor 
render you more fatisfied with your 
own fituation* even, with the lois of- 
Luzy i though we have not indeed re-i 
ceived any certain intelligence of his 
being dead, 1 am afraid to flatter 
myjelf* or you x with his being alive. 

However, 
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However, were I Aire that he no longer 
exifted, I cannot think that you were 
the caufe . of his death : if he was 
really loft at fea> it was an accident! 
it might have happened to him had you 
never married De Laufanne : and (up* 
pofing that in confluence of that 
marriage, he had either deftroyed him- 
fclf, or thrown himfelf purpofely in the 
way of danger, what a want of forti- 
tude muft he have difcovered! How 
unworthy of being the hufband of my 
Vi&oria, muft that man appear who 
cannot fupport a difappointment with- 
out flying in the face of his Creator ! 
Surely, my amiable friend, herfelf, 

muft 
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imift . defpife fuch a chara&er : no 
longer, then, give way to an unavail- 
ing forrow; but rather be thankful, 
that if heaven decreed Lucy's lifefhoukl 
ttot be preforved, you were not uaked 
to him.— Your reparation in that caft^ 
would have been infinitely more pais- 
^»lfvl JUflpft <*n *rhat I hsfrc written* 
fcut do not refleft on iria the melan- 
choly retirement you are : ctfne awaf 
diredly to your Maria, and in ~k*r 
Worn h\ay your grief. ; My mother 
my Saviilon* both intrca* you *6 liften 
to my perfuafions j - they both infill 
upon your compliance. — While you 
were witkine^ you was lefs affli#ed~ 

you 
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you may rehiember— as T -did^noi^fia 
fer you *o- : indulge yourfelf with fix 
tude. — Return* ' therefore, to yo 1 
frieiids my VidtdHa, :\xy thd&^frichi 
Who ,j wiSi melt feirheftly #-dg^jfc 
all fdirWy a^adncfSfrofti^ycniFteirii 
-and to make ydit ' 4S chearfur, as - hapj 
4^th**felY<fs :* Bfit if ?0u £aiia#: brto 
■ywidblf-td mkRe Yuek- ?> arif ladditfoif-' 
*tfur felicity, b# perfuadfcd, At Ida^i ' 
go to Paris, to go any ;wh*rei'?atH 
than Hay ;ot a pfatfe Which .fo^dlilflw 
ally forces -you -i to ritbiloSt^'wilt/i 
At Pari« r y6u may amtifeyoilrfejf wi< 
your Julia, - and her difficulties, asth< 
are not of a fufficient ; magivi tilde -1 
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he lamented, may-emplby your thoughts, 
and not only fteel you from your at- 
tention to your own troubles, but put 
you in a way to affift her in the re- 
moval of thofe. with which (he is op- 
preffed: you may. aifo, at the fame 
. time, ferve our common - friend So- 
lignac, who may be, perhaps, without 
our -friendly jnterpofition, ; nota lkttfe 
.'injured by- Ker : caprieioufneft. Slie 
loves him, I believe, yet I believe 
too that flie will put his patiences ft 
fevere trial .^-Our Sancerre fe certainly 
.amiable, but is ftie not determined to> 
make ufe of the power fhe has, evi- 
dently, over this poor man, in too. 

: ... defpotic 
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deipotic a ftylc? Solignac, undoubt- 
edly, loves her too much for his own 
repofe. I do not approve of trifling 
with a lover in this manner: a man 
whom we have encouraged. To let 
you fee that fuch a mode of behaviour 
may be attended with di&grecabl? con* 
fcquenccs> I will tell you a little inci- 
dent which happened near us a few 
days ago. The Baron de Chamois had 
after a tedious courtfhip, gained the 
promise' of the Counted de Vignolles, 
a young widow, who was highly de* 
ferving of his admiration, but had 
been left by the Count in very indiffer- 
ent tircumftances, occafioned by hia 

extra- 
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extravagance: yet neither the ardent 
paffion of Chamois, nor his confider- 
able fortune, could prcyent her en- 
deavouring to exert all the power 
which, (he believed* flic had over him, 
nor hinder her from making him feel 
her caprice. She even took a pleafure 
„ in feeing him miferable on her ac- 
count, and in laughing at his com- 
plaints. For a while, he bore this 
treatment with, uncommon patience; 
his patience, however, was at length 
quite exhaufted.—- Meeting with young 
MademoifcHe de Murci at a rural 
ball, he took it into his head to try 
if he could, by making his firft miftrefs 

jealous 
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jealous of Angelica, haften her to re- 
ward his love. But his experiment 
had an effedt juft oppofite to that which 
he intended. Madame d$ Vignolles, 
inftead of endeavouring to recall him 
by a condefcending carriage, ; played • 
the indifferent fo much to the life, that 
Monfieur de Baron imagined that flic 
never, could have ielt : the flighteft 
efteem .fox; • him ; that Ihe had", indeedi ■ 
a particular averfion to him. Made- 
mpifelle de Murci, finding it both her 
intereft and. inclination, to be kind to. 
her. new admirer, took fyim at hi? 
word. In fhort, they were married r ia 
a hurry^ and our widow is . fo much 
f; • chagrined 
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4iftgrined^ by rJiftifj-foJlyi -and. difcorrir 
pftfed atjrhcy: hiding ,loft fo definable ah. 
cftabliftnieirtj that ihe isj fallen lick, 
in confequence of her lover's defer- 
tion : and flie may, perhaps, pay dear 
for her difappointraefcttj fey its proving 
injurious to her health. Communicate 
this little anecdote to our Sancerre, 
my dear Victoria, by way of caution ; 
it may do her good, and give a new- 
turn to your ideas; you muft not 
dwell any longer upon what cannot 
be remedied by all^•the , thinking in * 
the world,-— Lifteri ^tb me, my Lau- 
fanne; let the efforts I have made 
with my pen to amufe you prove 
t ■*.«*,;*';'. efficacious, 
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efficacious, and produce the defired 
change in your mind. With the beft 
wifhes of my mother, and my Lindor, 

I am, 

be affured* 
your own 
Maria vz Savillon. 



*!>■ 



Madame 
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<Tbt Marcbionefs p z ;L^y s,f n k e> 
t o 
AWjwrDE Savil^on. 

^tTOU are very kind j my cbnfiderate 
Maria, to ihdeavour to foothe 
the forrows of a heart which is for- 
ever *6bbed of its peace; I am >very 
willing to allow that what you fay 
isjuft and proper; but I am afraid I 
am too wayward to derive benefit 
from your arguments or your perfii^ 
fions. I -had, I tauft confefs, fet my 
-Vol. Ill- E heart 
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heart— perhaps, too fondly, upon Luzy > 
and can you blame me for my par- 
ti&lfty *rf ^hftfa^r? :•¥&/- *Wli6' are 
no ftranger to his perfonal charms ? — 
Yet all lovely as he was in. his per- 
fon, tbar «A4*Me wfcsld m& - have fo 
firmly attached me to him. His mind, 
•MarJa-r-rl. 8e*d;r4<ft, .*^1 v j#a ; ft^t his 
miad was no left >\9v$y d^p^is Out- 
ward ;f(tfixi :. and ^then she^delic^cy ; of 
*]hi#.;nw]w$rs— his ipafjn^rs, fM&t*fe were 
to thye Jaft ,^gr^e{, feduc^ng v f Ye$ you 
*would have me thisk <*io more of this 
Rttira&ive, ^i>is ^amiable r man ] ; You 
would haye, me entirely forget rhim*~ 
and — *if »1 wll.L^w>t rejufn; to ^r, 

r, 'flfould 
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would have me^jefide at Pari*; that 
place of noifc, tumult, and imper- 
tinence, where I have already endured 
<fo nnich unhappinefs. No: it >muft 
not : be— I cannot think of making 
myfclf ftill more unhappy, by a pub- 
lic exhibition of my Ibrrow; it is 
fevere enough, I want no addition tb 
its poignancy. No— I cannot 'bear the 
thoughts of fudi a proc«ddiiig— ^I will 
live- and die in folitudew Asl ; canh^t 
recdi my Luzy, let trie j at leaft, fttl 
the fatisfaiftion of 'fomenting -his* !6&, 
which I cannot do in a crov/d. 'With 
regard to our Sancewe, I am lorry if 
(he indulges 4ier cap^ictou* ieftiper 'at 
E a •s^. 
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the expence; of Solignac's peacfc; but 
I can by no means think of going to 
her in hopes of reclaiming her, of of 
returning to youi my whole foul is, 
at prefent, too full; of the idea of my 
Luzy, to permit me to quit a retreat 
where I am at liberty to nourifh thofe 
fentiments which, however abfurd they 
may feem. to thofe who are happily 
not in my fituation, are the only con- 
folations which I am capable of re- 
ceiving j and fo much relief do they 
giye to my : difturbed mind; that: I 
am not fure whether they will not 
rontribute to the prefervation of my 
'Ufe* a life which, I icould not, on 
; any 
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any oth^r iterms, mafce^ktiu^c^ of 
toy attention; Howeyeiv by :reittkift-> 
ing here I ;cian give ''the rein to. a 
thoufand . wild, romantic fancies* whiclv, 
though they may cdppear ridiculous to 
others,: afibrd brfje to my overwhelmed 
heart, and render my ^painful fituation 
iefs ihfiapportable > imaginings that in 
this part of the deep, 1 , my treafiird— 
my richeft treafure was fxfak, I can 
fuppofe that I behold • the very fpoi 
where my drowned lover lies: my 
piercing eyes reach him in his watery 
grave. I call aloud on hint, as- if I 
believed- that he heard me.-^-You 
think now, my Maria, that I give -a# 
E 3 extra- 
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totravsfg&ntr jndvftgencc . to> . mp mebui* 
choiy : yotf imagine,, no doubt, that 1 
iiyweftiy cohftkuHon by; it~rbut I 
am of a differcne opinion: it .foteths* 
« foft4ns.j my .miojis it giwesi rrie die 
Gttly pleasure I am; capable of need?** 
iflg, i. Yoxi fay that. I- J»ve donetmjt 
duty.: .;, I, agree, wich yfau*?— but if my 
adheita&ce to that duty-e-howeyerjufti* 
fi^blei— fcas deftooyed the moft amia* 
We* of .his< fcx, fliottldr I not be un* 
VQftby of the love which he felt— 
geaeroujty felt for. me, if I did' rroc 
lafnen^ him! to my lateft breath ? Oh !; 
Mafias— Maria I— Thank hdaven ! you 
sever felt what I feel — may you eve* 

be 
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bm Ofrcfcrwed. ftqm .fireh .atonal 1 You* 
dtafibti f^dv^hatol.>fa^i«ndui»duj(0«c 
raefiiwkh ,ijk* icbpciiiatopts • m yoi» 
Hapjijr oiqIoh with thenrmit. you: loved. 
-H-Ycair, exemplary mother bjtdi tlifc 
ljtgtafft eflwem for Wng^you mw>- con* 
ffequofttty, bleft tyeywid ; e^preffion,. irr 
basing her free approbation; to fanftifyi 
tke choice of your ■; heart Ifc is ioar 
poffihk^ therefore, .fe^arttyibcm an 
affeqiate idea, of /t^ciktfferings.. Leo 
mi/ thwnj ipy deair SawiUdn, let me 
fkek, uupaokfted, the only comfort B 
am abfe to. receive that is, the retreat 
from & world .which caaript affotidimd 
the leflft pJtafure; which, m faft, only 
E 4 gives 
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gxvts me pain:— By appearing in that* 
world in a difagreeable light/: L fhall 
certainty difguft thofe with whom. I: 
affociate; on the other hand, while Ji 
am in this peaceful retirement,. i Lam 
interrupted, only, by my Qyuk.iofaotof 
which were, indeed^ goeatfy t increaifct 
by the late ' melancholy:; ibrc c k. And 
though the dangers and diftreflcs of 
that unhappy, couple fardughfc the lofe 
of my ever-ta-be m . jernemberedTrljuays 
more keenlyi.to my mind; I will be- 
more rational; moire rcfigned.— It 
bend, mod humbly, to the will o£ 
the Moft High ; ;I (ubmit without murn 
muring, without repining to his all- 
wife 
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wife decrees.*— Yet; I ieej I feel, I 
confefs my failings, I m\ift : itill lament | 
my lofs.-^The pity that involuntarily) 
flows, from me when : 1 1 remember, 'die 
fate of Luzy, is: finely: a virtuous.. jfitib-V 
fation. Iii hopes, therefore*, that my: 
Maria will no longer wifli to remove 
me — at leaft, not at prdent-— frdm * 
place which yields me the oaiyi eerifcH 
latidn I can tafte, I bid her adieu, 
adding my bed refpe&s to Madame 
Villencuf and our Lindor, and intreat 
her not to be ofehded^fl^x)ppofition, 
made to her moftfrlctfdjy »dyice . 






By her very wfifortunate 

Victoria be Lausanne.?. 
E 5 A few 
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"Ab days befort the intended 
joDtrxcy of the Marchiooefk to . Belvoir 
Caftie> en avifit to her friencfe Maria, 
Midame de Villcncuf, and Lindor, the 
Hifbory of: the unfortunate Meikour 
apd Adelaide took: pkee 5, that being 
ended, the Story of the Marchionefi 
ii refumed* and carried on without 
farther intwruptioiw i • : : ■ ■'.■;.■.■ 

■..:-:ib/. : id I---. 1 .*!!;. ■ . : ; . r. .-•! 



Jr.oi:.-. : 
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hrnorf p t£ nr-q vnir:i , ?i:»:' , v *.-.;; vn>iy ; ■ 

o; *.<; Ma&nu) J>b; £kfe scsaM^o : .1 ; : 
*ui .t^n.-fi'i ii::>". i-»!*"Jo .>;•;;.*;. .: 

1AM arrived a$ the CaftleAuBoia, 
!my'<Je*p SanfceiWy aficri^i longiftay 
astf cA«^ rawtthfcrf wfthp • o&ni admirable 
Mfendfc iat Bekvoirv^-My: excellent $£arifc 
attfcft^aftlect fl»e hitJle* kjft wefc,' : but' 
*iMada**~klai VitUhwrf^ Ui 'healtk 
«ittt not ^peitok hcr^tt^king mfe fcappy* 
by * long vifity tif'wiUtbe «klig$d w 
ketone me, in a fbttaight a* -fephrfte 
•-- E.6 Lindor, 
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Lindor, who was our efcorte, pretends 
to view this charming place as a horrid 
fecfcfcfibii from tte f worid-4>iit I; who 
think differently from him, in refpeft 
to that world he boafts of, may alio 

4 

be fuppofpd.ta diflFer^ith him, as to 
the fituation of this filent retreat. He 
and Maria havd rriadc a yific to Nan- 
nettfc-s motheifif; ami the Gpmtf irhat 
taken fuch a; fancy 00/ horibmckei^ ,froift 
die good character- he;.beir«; ithafcr: U& 
has infilled upon Jiis going to Erwpe 
with him, where he : will feate hiAtj ia 
a comfortable fan?V 4ni give. hi» 
enough to begin the: World with hand-, 
fomely. — If his mother and Mer choofc 
<. A to 
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roc.go't^-hirh after hte ia fixed larfcb; 
ric!w .-., habkatiopir -lihdo^ will Jt&l ifox. 
hem,, and defray their expences thither. 
-^Nanncttc, however, begs > leave, jto 
remain rmty the-rfototttKxmVefazhcti 
nroAer^ilkRUii, rrrec^uiiT :Jwte iervifces. 
Excellent > Nan net tb — bevcr can -I for* 
get thy tendernefs and fidelity ! • .y, 

vlWhhzvetvb&kx&ijaA ;the fe&Jcdafbtttv 
wrijhave-lifteiied 1 to thridrcwlfol waves*, 
that lafli thefoundmgifhoreh-^clhdvc: 
beheld that ferribteocein, whickfwal*. 
tawctt up : the -'trcafurd' of'rby^ fond 
heeftb^Liiidoiv rwaBKoffe&ed^-MaHa? 
ftolt her iiaadktrchief.to !her *yes*-*I 
was the only oae.ihafi . recttained.ua- 
v*^ - moved. 
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natohrad. u It curbed: nrjr fighsri-i • wgbe?. 
htefd thofe ibtu-fh^b^^eiQo^kiLwoiiUi 
have ©fcapad pis -h** {been atones**? 
1 pretended <o havo /my riiOQgkt* a* 
Baiis^I talked jofiolt-erl: (fbhe ofetfer 
lirriypfcaftwe -^3Mipx^tdDldjoMx)ut:Ssn^ 
fewrfre*— i ;, cheated- -thtir iyrttetarari flDm i 
for had tfcey fefen roc weep-nthttjp 
werfldn ii»£ ■* indsaVowffad^ t©v prrfiwfiic 
190 ' w bkiiw* thin folifade*»inri/;;*l» 
ftreh fceftei as' tl^fef arrlaii- that taw 
glwnae cooftfbrt rarol ;Wkcn ftbiuL 
ifc<aft avdiflttace* 1^ will :>hot ^rru^ttl 
tcil htf^ imy^tbougJtts avifehep-ftufototi 
then when J Mafon, (k* wifl not lufr 
for a fielfifh wifk fer my defence «a 

i); 'O:. UrgC 
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«g£ ajaaotiv* few i b»j^ qiaimng Ja pjb^fr: 
tat* yteldt tterckligh^-rSbe wilt |iei> 
tkit what I -write to ftnk defcp iota &#£ 
Kartrf^and . fee ? will,, in : idea> judge; 
dbat y^ fooulddo in &(&;&; :£tuatiam, 
~*Heve it ia far difffatnit-^the fokm>r 
nity of the -fcene, tagdthcr wirlv my 
tears and fighv would ' fcraiih every 
notion of coaifort's Jbeing; fiat mi .alone 
-**»d (without liftttfag :tom)brtirg»ir 
omits* Sat would g}veumrij all tfcouiaad 
reafona, , why I ; ftauld icjoin her i&r 
thcworl4-rtAh>J rca* nwter fihifrk: && 
doing fo without horror L. : : <;cy\i >rn 

r Afar* c*me *oM> tke rattn 4$ landed 
the ikbpvclott 

<*:>';:;;•» about 
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abo^ iewibg'-'atfLili this <drt&y fld&t 
as* I^indor will hay^-kc^fcd.^I h^rc 
endeavbured to convince her, that' it 
is : : better ^»£br my own peace* that T 
fhould remain here— and I have given 
her * folemn : promife o£s leaving Saiv 
dinia^ fhould I ever be able to think 
of ; fociety . with lefs ' relu&ance. . This? 
affuriancc^has, in. fbme 'meafuifc, fatis-i 
fiedf hetj^-and indeed *'. io* stfuld ■ soft* 
rtie Very* little -to ©vbiit/ fiwoe I am 
perfuaded, that nothing which now^ 
eaifts' has charms fufiicibfct- ifc'alluncJ 
me from retireme&t;.' -'^ v - 1 f v " : - 1 
i Adieu my de^r Sankerr©— reiwemBer 
me to-Solignac, whtife pati'ence* good' 
r , - temper. 
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temper, and pofitenefs, I admire— 
whofe conftancy you cruelly fport with. 
Believe, me to be always , 

Yours, 

Victoria de Lausanne. 



I ..*'. ".:■ v . ■..-. 5 ->/,wr ■•■■/■ 'T 
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Tfo Marcbionefi £> e : L a v i a w if £' ' 

Madame De Saviuon, 

# 
T AM rejoiced to hear of your fafe 

arrival at Bdv&r iCaftle, my dear 

Maria, and though' our - parting coft 
us both fome pangs — yet the neceflity 
of our doing fo, muft enable us to 
fupport fuch a feparation. — You are 
not convinced you fay, that fuch a 

reparation 
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feparation is necefiary.- Yes, yes* ^ , 
kind friend— pnc mpmcnfo r^ftc^ioa. 
will fqan mjike it .yerjj eyi^eiw th# 
it is fo. When I affufc you,, that 
thi» folifude has ia it$L md^choly .3 
theufendr c^wxxs i.that ; jgiwteg. 1 tt : ,de*iy 
to mpr-wUl ycxu,nQt: / ^o^ ; ^h^ I 
fliould be wrong to exchange it for a* 
world, in which I have ever, been un- 
happy , ?— Soqiety cannot. ty$, ,procuEe4*> 
without bringing buck to my. n^ad ^ 
fet of friends, whom it will be my 
fate to deplore for evec— and without, 
which no company hut your* can giv$; 
me pleafure.r— Withija npyfelf I ^oeyeri^ 
with* thofe dear departed— I fit and; 

meditate 
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meditate upon What they were— and 
anticipate the joy of meetiiig 1 theiri 
m a happier cbuiitry. "The vi6W of 
that ocean Which inlpired you with 
horror, fills inf ' foul . With the fofteft 
fenfations of grie£-^-I reproach it, xn- : 
deed, with having borne froni me the 
objeft of my love— but the tears that 
this fubjeft calls forth from my fad 
eyes?, disburden my heart of "an in- 
finite opprefliofi.— Do not, my Maria — 
do not feek to crofs this purpofe of 
my foul. — -If- 1 am happier here than- 
in a crowd-*— the end is attained — no 
matter how ! I will begin a longer, 
letter in a day or two— at prefent, 

I have 
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lave neither fpirits or fubjeft for 
>. Adieu, my Savillion ! — Salute 
me my reverend friend— and 
brace in my name our beloved 
ndor. 



3BC 



The 
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7fo Marcbiuwfi De Lausanue 

T O 

Madame De Savillon. 

TN my folitary walks, I have found 
out a delightful retreat upon the 
fea fliore. There is a vaft rock, at 
the<foot of which *ifit~whilft its top 
which juts over confiderably— forms 
a canopy for my head. — Here I con- 
templa r e that cruel ocean which rob- 
bed me of what I held mod dear, 
and Men to the murmuring of the 

waves 
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wwis vwWuhtdH- beneath mfiifeet;^- 
4t is about 4 tittle ttiite tfwm ^the 
-caftte, <and-> at? Ae **Sk of thftr ro& 
<a "Chick ^vooii *Rttfr* gtoom ( te ( <Ke 
inoeuntf ai»folnefs f of its liUuawtw 1 
ftrolled there iaft flight, an4 Tested 
imyrcifat dw bottom of : the eock 4s 
ufuaj; with my iace towttds the &** 
The inoon! fbofie uncommonly iferight, 
and refle&fcd a thoufand 'beauties on 
the calm and unruffled waves. I was 
■mfpired ^with a inelancholy whkh at 
•oiwe todk pdfleffibnief my 4x>fom. • 

"Ah!" cried I audibly, "Ah! in- 
'human .clcmeflt:!-— perfidious-^daager- 
*>\is ocean ! — how many bitter moments 

haft 
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♦haft thou coft . me I — how many , bitter 
tears have 1 (hed by thy cruelty!— 
Perhaps thi^ w^vjc-that dares to in- 
•crude fo. near me— Was the vejry one, 
^hat bore Luzy from my fight forever.! 
— « Oh my. God— my God!" aad,I 
clafped my hands in anguifh, cf behold 
my wfetchednefs — behold: my agony! 
r-r&all I never again , fee' him ?i — (hall 
I never mone look, on that beloved 
objeft? — Ah, never, never — it is im- 
poffible !"— --Here I paufed for a few 
moments. >. — I cried — I fobbed — » I 
bathed my bofom with my tears. " Ah," 
added I, " he is dead !««-Luzy, Luzy, it 

• { »"... * ■ -was 
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was I that killed thee— it was by my 
infidelity you were loft !" 

The weaknefs of my fpirits, my 
dear Maria, conjured a phantom to 
my raifed imagination. — I thought I 
beheld him covered with wounds*— 
and flitting on the bofom of thp 
deep. — Again I faw him ftruggling 
with the waves, and endeavouring to 
gain the fhore — then, as over-powered f 
he funk beneath them — and wasfwal- 
lowed in the tremendous gulph*. My 
mifery now cannot be defcribed — I 
fell upon my knees — I called him 
by the moft tender epithets — the name 
of Luzy was echoed by the rocks— 

Vol- III. F the 
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the woods — the lonely beach — all 
feemed to feel my forrows — and to 
invoke the lifelefs author of them to 
return. As I ftill kneeled, abforbed 
in expe&ation of feeing him againr— 
I was fuddenly brought to my fenfes, 
by perceiving myfelf raifcd from my 
knees — and by hearing a voice in the 
gentleft accents entreating me to be 
compofed. — I turned about to behold the 
perfon who accofted me, and faw a vene- 
rable old man, whofe beard was white 
as fnow, endeavouring to fuppon me. 

c< Ah," exclaimed I, " who are you ? 
— What do you do here ? — Begone— 
and leave me to my wretchedncfs." 

cc Madam," 
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<c Madam," anfwered the benevo- 
lent ftranger — and his voice faultered, 
" I befeech thee, for the love of God, 
to call patience to thy aid — and not 
to abandon thyfelf thus to defpair !" N 
His manner, and the tone in which 
he fpoke, interefted me, and in fome 
meafure reftored me to reafon. — I 
apologized for my rudenefs — and 
added, that the grief in which I was 
immerfed, was of fo poignant and 
extraordinary a nature, that it was im- 
poffible for any thing in this life to 
afford me confolation. — I thanked 
him for the . trouble he had given 
himfelf— and was about to take my 
F 2 leave 
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leave when he * prevented me with* 
this reply. 

" If it be not too prefumptuous,. 
Madam, may I entreat you to un- 
ravel to me the caufe of ft> fixed a 
forrow? — This is the fourth time 
about this hour I have heard your 
accents of woe — and. have been, until 
to night, cautions of breaking in 
upon your retirement,. To night, 
however, your defpair appeared more 
violent than ever, and I could no 
longer command ipyfelf < from offer- 
ing you my counfel and afliftance-*- 
they are both, thou daughter t>f afflic- 
tion, devoted to you.— If it can be 

in 
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in my power to relieve the leaft *of 
thofe pangs which I have feen you 
endure— -I lhall praife that Being who 
endues me- with the means — and be 
but too happy-, coft me what it may, 
in the accomplishment of it." 

The eariieft ffcanner of the Hermit 
(for fuch he appeared to be) the 
fihcerity which feemed to hang on 
all be* uttered — together with the 
tievereflfce of * his fykn, induced me 
to grant bi3 requeft. — I told him 
that if the ftory of a miferable 
orphan could in ahy meafure intereft 
him, I would the next evening relate 
it to hirti. 

F 3 « Orphan !" 
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" Orphan !" repeated he — and he 
turned afide to conceal his tears. 

I thanked hin\ for the part he 
feemed to take in my misfortunes, 
and allured him, I would, not fail to 
be at the rock the next night at thq 
fame hour. — I then bade him adieu, 
2nd returned to the cattle. 

It is now almoft time for me to 
fet -.off in order to be true .. to my ap- 
pointment — I fhall , take, Nuioette 
with me — though the appearance of 
the man forbids me to fear a deceit. 
You will, no doubt, blame me for 
this incautious behaviour — you may 
call it madnefs — or folly. — Alas, my 

dear 
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dear friend, I have nothing to fay in 
j unification of it ! — Yet the figure — 
the voice — the tears of this good man, 
feem to encourage me to unbofom 
myfelf to him — not that my doing fo 
can avail, or reftore to me my peace. 
—There is, however, a degree of 
comfort in complaining to a pitying 
ear — to a fympathizing heart.— If you 
do not know this — you have never felt 
an extremity of grief, 

5P w w ?|f %£ iw ^w «KP w 

• **#***#* 
F 4 AH, 
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AH, my dear friend ! I can hardly 
hold the pen to tell thee— I will lay 
it down 'till I can giye the parti- 
culars — my foul is in a tumult — my 
fenfes are hardly fettled. 



t^ ^^ ^t> ^^ ^& ^p. ^^ ^^ ^^ 



I WENT laft night with Nannette 
to the rock — we waited fome moments 
before we heard or faw any mortal — 
at length we perceived the Hermit 

defcend 
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fjWcend from, :* cavity in tfce rock 
which time &ad, ^orm— ~We arofe to 
Receive himr-rbc approached — bowed 
Trrfrnd caking my hand, he a£ked if v 
I would, honour hU Jiun>l?le h^biica- 
tio# with, wy presence,?— I contented 
— but cpuld not Kelp obferving that 
the . Hermit's hand tiremtyed 3s he 
led me- — We clitpbed up by .cafy _ 
ft*p?> ^hieh natugtfs chifel had worked 
i^itQ t&e rock front which we had: 
fcen him defcend-r-and entered into a 
ibrt of apartment which k Aever could 
have formed an, idea ofo unlefc I had 
beheld ir.^Thc roof is arched; 4nd 
kigh — and the fretted woijk with which, 
^ F 5 ifr 



io6 The HERMIT of the ROCK, 
it is covered, appears at once to 
ftrengthen and adorn it. — On the 
ground, were a fetf planks laid rudely 
, down — and in one part of the room, 
a fmall table was fet, with two lights 
on it, and fome refrefhments — fuch as 
cakes, fruit, lemonade, &c. — Every 
thing looked neat in fpite of the 
Angularity of the manfionj and after 
we were feated, the Hermit with 
fimplicity (and at the fame time a 
grace he could not diveft himfelf of) 
did the honours of his table* I then 
entered upon my melancholy relation, 
and told it moft faithfully indeed— 
every pang I had fuffered fecmed to 

recur 
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recur with added poignancy to my 
remembrance, and in painting what 
I had endured, I affedted the Hermit 
beyond meafure — he fighed — he wept 
— he even fobbed aloud. — When I 
came to the conclufion, I clafped my 
hands with fervor, and turning to the 
Hermit, I exclaimed, <f Ah, father! 
Have not my forrows been bitter ones? 
— Have not my youthful days — been 
days of woe ? — Oh, my Luzy ! — God 
knows my heart — how I have loved 
thee — how my whole, foul has dwelt 
upon thee, even when my hand was 
rudely torn from thine! — It was by 
my infidelity he died : — He became a 
• • " F 6 vidtjm 
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vi&im to thofe vow» f which in the 
aweful face of Heaven I made and 
broke i^ 

Here I wrung my hands in the 
agony of affliction* and called wildly 
oh the name of Luzy, — Guefs my 
altonifhment, my dear Maria* when I 
beheld the Hermit catch me in his 
arms, and felt him prefs me with 
the Hvelieft tranfport to his bofonu — 
I ftirieked, and fo did Nannette. — 
He freed me from his embrace — and 
before I could open my lips to up-* 
braid him — he had thrown off his Her- 
mit's drefs — and appeared — Luzy him« 
ftlf !— He fell at my feet. 

« Kow/' 
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" Now/' cried he, " will you throw 
me off I" And clafped inc. aat he 
kneeled. — As icon as I perceived it 
was really him, I funk into his arms 
—we wept over each other's bofom— 
he killed off the tears that fell ioi 
large drops down my che€ks— he held 
me with rapture to his heart— he 
called on God to witnefa the accom* 
plifliment of his felicity,— I heard 
no more — the toa rapid — and too ex* 
quifite emotions which by turns* 
poffefled me, were too much for a 
frame fo weak as mine to fupport^ 
I fainted — • when I recovered, my 

amazement 
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amazement encreafed (till farther, by 
the appearance of the Marquis de 
Palmene, who was chaffing my tem- 
ples with lavender, and whofe tears 
flowed upon my hands which Luzy 
held locked in his. — I can defcribe 
no farther .-^-Suffice it to fay, that 
the objedt whom 1 loved next my 
God — whom my duty had in- 
duced me to refign — whom fate I 
thought had torn from my longing 
eyes forever, is at laft reftored — 
and all my pad misfortunes are 
forgotten, 

NOW, 
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NOW, my Savillon, participate in 
my felicity, — Enclofed, I fend you 
an account of what has befallen my 
Luzy fince we lad met at Madame 
de Sanfcerre's Chateau, and written 
by himfelf. He would not talk on 
the fubjed the night of his difcovcry 
—but promifed to write the whole 
ftory the next day — he did fo — I 

received 
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received it early in the morning — 
and you will have it. juft as I read 
it — you muft recolledt the hand— 
fhew it to Madame de Villineuf — 
to out Llndot — you will kifs the 
charming manufcript — you will weep 
over it— then judge of my emotions 
~my raptures — pny too exquiQte hap- 
ptaefs'i ' . <■/ 

Adieu, nciy Maria — difpatch t<* 
Sanfcerre an account of thefe joyful 
tidings, and enclofe her Luzy'a packet 
vhen you have perufed it.- — I would 
write to her myfelf-— but. I. am/ now 
as unfit . for a correfpondent through, 
exc^fs of happinefsj as 1 once was. 

from, 
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from a contrary caufe. — In all fitua- 
tions be affured, I hold thee dearer 
to my heart, than the pen of mortal 
caji defcribe* 

Victoria di Lausannjb. 






tbt 
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The Comte De Lvzy, 



T O 



Vbe Marcbione/s De Lausanne. 

TT7HEN I quitted your prefence, 
charming Vi&oria, at Madame 
de Sanfcerre's, inftead of embarking 
for Martinico as I told you, I ac- 
companied, in difguife, my friend De 
Palmene to Italy. — I refolved to leave 
the world, as every thing in it had 
now given me difguft but one fair 

objedt 
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objeft whom I confidered as .loft to 
me for ever. Palmenc could npt 
perfuade me from the refolution I 
had taken. — He determined, to ac- 
company me to whatever retreat my 
fancy led me to make choice of— • 
and we foon after embarked for Sar- 
dinia, firft giving out, that J was 00 
board ,a fl\ip tfyen ynder weigh for 
Martipico from thfi? pprt of Bour- 
d<aii^ f ^ •. , . o •.' \ t * .-., > 

When we arrived in. this iiland, 
Palmene brought me ; to a foliiary part 
of iti where he had an ' aiitiquated 
cattle, inhabited only by an old. at- 
tendant. Here I refided fome months. 

—At 
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—-At length I difcovered that ro 
where- 1 was fa blefled as to beh 
you. I vifited it ofteny thinking i< 
place* beft calculated to indulge ; 
<$»rifh melancholy . I foon;afoert< 
ttp my- habitation in* it, and at, 
lame time ftffumcd th* d$e& -of 
anchorite* 

Paltoene often went privately 
Fans in order to 'bring* me an 
count of you. He there heard 1 
the Marquis, your huflband, trea 
you. cruelly— and complained to m 
of your behaviour and hatred tows 
him, affigning that as a princ 
caufe for his abfenting himfelf f; 

) 
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you, and his attachment to other 
women. ■. 

Unhappy at thefe conftant reports, 
I agreed to accompany my friend in 
diiguifc the next time he went to 
France; *tnd learning that you were 
gone to fpend fome weeks at TroU 
Riviere, wc determined to follow you 
thither, and conceal purfelves " in the 
neighbourhood of that enchanting 
place. There I had an opportunity 
of beholding you often when you 
wandered with your friend Madame 
de Sanfcerre in the park and woods 
unattended. One night I had very 
nearly difcovered myfelf to you as I 

was 
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was endeavouring to make my eft 
without being obferved — the n< 
however, which I made in atten 
ing it, fo alarmed you both, as 
occafioh your quitting. the wood 
mediately. — I want words to defci 
to you the emotion which took poi 
fion of my bofom on feeing your 
proach, and in being fo frequei 
near you — my heart was ever re 
to betray me on fuch occafions, \ 
it was with difficulty I could prev 
myfelf from falling at your feet. 

Another night I followed you, 
companied by Palmene, to Mads 
de Sanfcerre'sj and during the coi 



The HERMIT of the ROCK. 119 
of the evening, as we ,were near the 
caftle, we heard that you had quitted 
it to return to Trois Riviere. We 
dire£Hy mounted our horfes, and taking 
our two faithful domeftics with us, 
purfued your carriage with as much 
fwiftnefs as poflible. We found you 
in a fituation that indeed required 
our attention. A man had forced you 
into his chaife — your fhrieks and cries 
which we heard at a diftance, gave 
additional fpeed to our courfers. We 
were happy enough to refcue you 
from the barbarous violence of the 
Duke de Maurice j and whilft we were 
engaged in recalling you to life, he 

made 
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made his efcape in tjip con Ad? 

Ah, rny God ! what were my ag 

tions when I held you in my an 

breathlefs, and to all appearance 

the very verge of the grave! — I w 

over your almoft lifelefs form — I da 

to imprint a thoufand kiflfes on y< 

lips — I implored. you in the agony 

my foul to revive — and I whifpei 

in your' ear that it was Luzy ^ 

called you to life. I flbould certaii 

have made myfelf known, but that 

feared the malice of your enem 

would have ftyled that meeting 

intentional one on your part — and 

would rather have died, than ha 

fuffer 
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fuffered your fpotlcfs fame to have 
been fo cruelly (tendered: therefore, 
when I beheld the furgeon approach; 
I muffled myfelf up, and after he had 
given you all the affilhuice in his 
power, I attended you with Palmene 
to Trois Riviere. Nannette was (6 
engroffed by her grief that ihe fcarcely 
looked at us, — We were in a great 
meafure rejoiced at that circumftance, 
and took a hafty leave, alluring her, 
at the fame time, we would call 
again to know how you did. We 
again concealed ourfelves in the neigh- 
bourhood, and we foon after learned 
that you were perfeftly recovered. 
Vou III. G One 
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One day L bth^U-'qpou .,xecpmfffm 
a loiiiiyt grove* tthcrc with rmabf tem 
and figlus^yoiL. called upon thy Mtttit. 
*— Madame de Sanfcerre, in a &ort 
time, : joined you-~*and,chid s yo* for 
encouraging your ideas to dwbll upon 
ay man whom it was your duty to 
think no morfe of.— -Never Xkril I 
forget the filent woe with which you 
Hftened to her le&ure I*— You wnmg 
youfr lonely haocb— ryou. dafped thittn 
Iwitbt- ■■» wildnefs of forrow -wfeioh 
pierced my .foul— you afterwards era- 
braced her, and entreated her iiQt to 
defpife you. As for nny . pany-l 
could batdly refrain from ibewhg 

myfelf, 



\ 
\ 
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rmygd£p#*A intphSAg'fAvi WTny drms. 
rwwPrfiiTcticv f ^4i6wri«r,o-vHw^I|41dc 'my 
tmnipom-~*nd kept mc/wit%fe the 
farfmds of itioderatifch. \V ' '-.<■'• *- ^ — 
- Wc fhordy after qdrtted * France, 
and rfetarftcd to Sardmia— 4, withnn- 
feigned gricf> perceived that yoar 
faithful bofom nouriihed my idea 1 — 
and J fuppofed that that circumftanee 
prevented your behaving towards the 
Marquis with that- degree of affe&ioty 
"Which wouM perhaps have conr^htcfd 
Mm tb virtue? and to you. 
•rs I. therefore gave out/ through the 
Itticwsy of Palmene's faithful attendatif, 
xihatl'had been loft in that Vefy fliip 
Gs which 



which .had fatfpd ^ 
*¥ W5 #ftf ^ :i.4*w : y/ju ,at r ;$#adafl# 
de^^^er^prapd, he ^Qnu-iycd il: tp 
relate the ftory to; Solignac f ,l^fc]^ 
who had, aeyer . feen .. h^in in/the 
Marquis's femcc, r.and .who did not 
know him any further than as a coffee- 
hpufi; frequenteri where; he had : in- 
tjuftrioufly fpread this report abbut a 
quarter pf an hour . before- he .{aw 
^Agogc., enter the hotel. , The yeflfel 
^ave already mentioned had.acStufJljif 
foundered at fea, and .as .pny ,frieod 
the Comtc knew ,it was : in tha? ffrip 
which I. intended to embark, fye.g^g 
me up as gone forever. .,1. imagined 

this 



f^c^ngiy^biit tflrat whcftr. thcff itifl* 
fedcd; 'you ^oufd placfe ykfi# We&ioflS 
cHr'a^-iKtohiefr dbjea 1 , aM : make' 3 y3tlr 
hulfeantf happy." ;1 fn4he- rfcStf " 4 \rfhilfc 
I-tifcton&>nta m#felf : tb ^fenif aftd' 1 *^ 
fj&ir^-no rcmonftrakce* ^ould^iflcJube 
me to're-vifit ariy'pfete agaitf tfhere 
I might chance to behold 1 you: The 
toiehts^T fofferecPih fetirrgybv at 
^Prois Riviere, without ever dariiVg'-ro- 
ftialce'you fehfible of my afflictions', 
ceft : me T: fd dearly/ that* I could not 
foi-hi %?\vifh -to repeat them — and 
fiMHs I cduld look oh you as mine, 
I^eGred never to behold- you more.— 
'*■■"• G 3 The 
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The reOeaiott 6f yoUr^te^ ^rt- ^ 
pofftflion of & happier man* w*9 .'.jftife 
Sciefidy cruel in kfclf, and 1 needed 
not the farther uufcry of becoming 
a- tjpc&ator of hisT felicity ■*— pf fee* 
qjuently feeing the ioeftij^aabk prize 
he gained, when I toil my Victoria 
—the companion between u& was not 
to be borne !• 

I fpent my time from that period 
Hi tfe 1 rock— my food was the fimpWt - 
iri'the world— my ufual drefs wat 
juft what you there beheld mciri—^ 
and my bed wps many nights the 
bare earth. My friend PalmenejiiiM 
ticipated in alt my afflictions- — in aM 

my 
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»8& apft^H3^h^^4 wc lived Jikc, men 
di%u|spd with die, world, ^^igiqg 
fltebllidc theoifejves^ fr$>m : ^thc v^auiKV 

yh« Caftlc an Bois wc knew .^as 
tHK mapy miles from our retreat—, 
buft *Q one inhabited it, excepting a 
pOW family, whom in our* journey 
bith^r wc were fo happy as to have 
it w Q«r power tQ relieve — and who 
caq]Ul neyer have kftown.. vs . ag^ty 
fe$4 they chanced to fee w ia-^oijp 
ne.w metamorphofis* , .,.. ,;, 

3r ??V|H» I firft heard yo^r voice;, 
U^l^rfting my untimely fate— I way 
ixgtripd in meditation within my cell.^— 
, G4 I ftarted. 



w8 TfrjmifiX^f fl^spqjc. 
iftarted^— #d#i|?pe, G ^hq »fa#-Wtfh flj# 
wa$ .^ ^rjjfucb ..SPjazfid )#?, qagftlf*— 
^fte djevif (J n,e*r jthe, .cavitjr. ia jhe eoejfc 
«nd liftened to your heart-rending 
acfients.r^We were undetermined>Mrhe- 
ther to appear or not — but my emo- 
tiQi^i were, fo violent at that time— 
my^cftafies fo great, that I Ihould 
inevitably, have difcovered myfelf 
immediately. — You, however/ ftaid 
qj^v&ihprt while— and Afce followed 
y/QU, t unperceived, left «ny accident 
might have befallen you on the: way. •. 
The fecond time I almoft refolved 
to fpeak to you — but my doubts « of ( 
your hufband's death decerred W' 

from 
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%I&:*#^» C M ^^detejqmincd, were 
hc?4ivi%, ?not tq nrtakf : mytelf known, 
bq^ng .{hat time would wear off the 
\ pp% .edge] , . of your affliction, and 
infpire you with an affedtion* for 
Laufanne. 

The third vifit you paid the rock, 
produced no other confequences than 
.the? tw& preceding ^ on A had done-*- 
bufc the* fourth time* I ctfuldt not* com- 
mand , my felf — *- your forrows feemed 
t^jMcrc^fe^-the , Roignancy oft. theni' 
w^s* exquifite — I .. adopted th6 only, 
method, I could think o£ to learn 

*.'... - .- . .« . r •. •. . t 

ypair. prefent fituatipn, in.beginning to 
tear your < ftory — and no wW3s — 

5 na * 
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no pen caft :! dd jtilHofcti^^S^jftHiil^ 
of Xnj'foti, Wirt* I &kt*t& 4bfl^dks 
bar wa& reriiova* "wrfekft' jfldfie; ' "fote 
ftrufted the complttiort of'trtrf ftap* 
pinefs. ""* "' - 1: - : ■ 

* * * • . * "# .#. ,.♦. i # 

. * ♦ # . f» • * .?> ■'. •<;*. 

THUS, my "tletttft 'VKEfrfc; iftvfc 
I briefly rah dver the e?6nt£ ' yoti 
dcfired to be informed of— F iiivc 
neither expatiated upon my paft Ibr- 
fows— -or on my preftit blifs-*-thejr 

arc 



^^cfcjbeypi«fci&3 p&rtX of . U*r 
gtiagr rto fcsprefc *titftftjr ffrtMrita 
m*ft poignant <Kflrcrfewthfy *##*/ t&g " 
fiMft e^uffitc pleafures* ; r ; Av^i-fx 

Oh, my VlAoria f — Life of^rfy 
fcul!— what happy profpe&s arc now 
before us ! — What hours of blifs 
await our fidelity!- — Do not delay 
its reward. — Suffer your Luzy to call 
you' his — he has long been the moft 
ardent of lovers — allow him to be- 
come the. mo ft tender of hufbands. 

-Palmene and L mean to> prefent 
9iufelves at your feet in a« few hours; 
we will beg leave to invite ourselves. 
$e-4iatwith you.— I have fat. up aljb 

G 6? TV\^J\\r 
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night— extremity, of joy is an enemy 
to fleep — I will throw myfelf on my 
bed, though well convinced that the 
delightful fenfationsL I experience muft 
prevent the clofure of thefe eyes 
which ufed to pafs moll hours in 
weeping. 

Permit me, thou beft beloved of 
mortals, to fubfcribe myfelf thy 

Moft faithful, 

thy happy 



Madame 
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."copS v.* ;■■ y-\ i.. y-[\ -■"■: • ; # ■ '•; ;. ■ 

-. .. .:o':^i\ ? : '■ '-* .#■■'/ ■" ■ -* -•.*■ 

Madame De Sanscerrb, 

■■ .. ■:*■'•-■'■:■■■- 

•■■'•TO*' 

Madame De Lausanne* 

: . -vV: /i: ■ .-■! : : -.!.v 

T AM coming, my Viftoria, to be 

■ a witncfs of thy felicity •?— I fhall 
be at the Caftlc au. Bois in a few 
days.~I fhould have been there long 
before, but that your prohibition to 
die cdhtrary was fo dctermined-p-was 
fi> ftrerely pronoimced.— You, who 
would, not fuffer me to be a par- 
■*:. .V« lj • taker 
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taker of your fadnefs, wiHnot> Lfind, 
deny roc a flure of your h^ppincfs r — 
Generous J^rfhjone&r— I could al- 
molt quarrel with you for being, 
fuperior to moft of your fcx. 

Solignac's emotions are not to be 
defined — his joy exceeded all bounds, 
when he was informed that Luzy ftilL 
lWed.— But, alas! how fenfibly did he 
feel the want of confidence in him 
that Luzy fieftified* by natminbofcm^ 
iughis intentions to a man who wa» 
his friend from his infancy 1 «-— STJiey 
wcrc4ww*gkt up together—they ftemeffc 
to have but one fau h -' IIe is ehagrinedi 
— 4w is pcafiTe— 4w mutters op himfelf, 

"Ahi" 



ilig, f6^ttfegf J , 1^^r«fc«i , : : -V J te 
wis ikJt friendly-^it^^" not fc&d!^ 
what grief did he occafion me fc*J 
how could I have merited this from 
him?" 

SoligAac, ho^eWy intends to ac- 
company me* to Sardinia* — We fhall 
fet out in a day or two. 

J? write from Belvoir Caftle. *— Ma- 
dame de Savillon prefented her btk/bamL 
with a loveiy 4>e^ the* night before 
l*ft*-fhe writ to fbu juft before her 
illrarfs** She now tells you that ihc 
itrwclly and embraces you cordially*— 

* This Utter does not appear. 
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Madame de.ViUeneuf, i^ ; inothtfri and 
the amiable : Lindoiy fajute yo^,r with 
the Uvglieft jjffe^jon^ t JJ^lievft. pie, 

ML be.-: ,:,. i:o . lu J,.'; V- ... ;.-.:.. 
.:•.'. ;.v* Ever yours, ;i J :/..-oi v,-,;! 

; . . Juwa deSanscekre* 

■ , J > "* . ' : ?j\;"" ^* c r . /,"' ?» ';*•*-";!''! 
^ ;.:!- ;' ;" J::': ■..■■■>r, -."" / <»'l"HiHi 



ili^Jyf 1 
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*>k.} \-;Lo'v. J- ? ' ■'•'''' -•--■'»>; 

* 5$tf COMTE De Solionac/ 



TO 

ff£* COMTE Dl LvZY. 

:'.-.•.:.« ;•-. .J ::■;? ,i;//' - ;.:... ? 
TT7ERE I to appear btforc jrbu/ 
my lord— I an* hurt, at; the 
idea of doing fo !-^Tou have thought 
me for fome time I unworthy of your 
friendfhip— that circumftance. renders 
me odious in my own opinion. •— 
Yet, let me do juftice to my fenti- , 

ments : 



meitfs i-rrQmW ^i offipyjrp^ ^yt ) fe«i4: 
TYftUii n»y jjffi^ijrc «h :«**vifc -afc 
%ten^!i5ftr*;W«i«f hpnoWr-rNeyftf* 
have 1 (frayed from the principles of 
virtue which firft united our fouls — 
ijeyer have I, even in thought, be- 
trayed your confidence, or a&ed un- 
worthily of the Comte De TLuzy's 
friend. — You beft know the motive 
fthich induced you to withdraw from 
q&g, your regard *-» yew, who I ^ever 
iftagitaftd poffefled the leaft tui$ur$ 
<£ caprice! hare* I make no doufcfo 
good rcafons for what you h^ftdwwfe 
r-It is that notion which dttta*fom& 
-rrwhich renders mc very unwilling *fr 
. . . . behold 
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without the confeotofi SQKgjiac. Wi 
I attend Madame De Sanfcerre in 
her excurfiaw ttt Sardinia.*— I fhall 
at fome diftance from the Caftle au 
Bois* ifvteit yowr reply. — The Courrci^ 
whom I difpatch with v this is faithful 
-Hand will not difcover the. fpot wherfc 
Khali refide, until I judge fchetlftfr 
fr& ptofctt' fat me to fee -yiWB^ 
n»t;-i-4 will dira^thafc^it depends °oft 
tfctf ttafons you IgJve xne, for having 
ferncriieify abufed my affedtforw— ■* H 
•htynare vfetisfa&ory, I (hall proceed 
k<*>- : with, 
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with impatience ... to: embrace you-*-if 
nofrr-I Jhall return to; France, and 
(hun every place where Luzy. can have 
an opportunity of meeting the . 

.!:;■-.' /: <: ::.: . ' ■ ■ - i 

i Iqjuned, » j 

SOLIOIf AC*. 

:' . : • .; ■ . f .i :!■;-.' . ■■ </«:.; I nr^.v 
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The Comte De I^uzy. 
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T O 



The Comti De Solignac. 



TWTEYJER^.my dear Solignac, never 
could I bear the flings of my 
own : heart>-the bitternefs of your re- 
proaches, : ha4; I, injured .ypu r as you 
fijlpefit. — My friendship fpr you is 
unimpaired;— and . the ftrongeft .proof 
I .could, ; haye given : : of. it, J jvas-. ; jl)g5 

which 
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Xp« may rspieraber jthft 00 quitting 
Clarence, after I had received my 
father's fummons to attend him in 
Italy, I fwore that if any thing fhould 
happen to interrupt my union with 
the miftrefs of my fond foul, I would 
bury myfelf in fome obfcure retreat, 
and hide me forever firom the world. 
At firft you laughed at ray romflpuc 
refolirtion—but finding me &ce/d 4ft & 
— yotfj ib as tfolemn a manner, iwqp 
to be the companion of my ojnfipb- 
inent: — nay, you erch vowed th^t 
though you fiiould fare cnltftcdr wider 

the 
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the objeft of your love, and cfcditratc 

1 Ai >wc -titrrelled into Italyy %C ^ 
held the charming Madame de t San- 
fcerre; who had, at the tender ^gfe 
bf eighteen buried a cruel hufbaftd, 
after hawing experienced the naoft 
baribatroue thaattmcot from him. Shft 
was in her weeds-Hand appeared cfc* 
•qttifitely tetttiful.fr-- Yoa admired hfer 
cxtremdy : ~^ and fhordy owned: x tfcuit 
ya* towed 1 her paffionotely. ~- Yoiir 
iWendff*i£, however, ftili conqnefed 
^4t Hjfiftrof attaching yourfctf to tHfa 
4fi^fa^ w^tnaib attd in fpfce of all I 

- could 
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could urge to the contrary, you ac- 
companied me to Italy. 

I will pafs over my misfortunes 
after that period, and haften to my 
return to France after the Marchionefi 
de Laufanne's marriage. 

I met you at Palmene's — I told 
.you that I was determined to be ab- 
fent fome time from Italy — and had 
alfo refolved never again to fct my 
foot in France. You inftantly re- 
minded me of your promifc to go 
with me to whatever defart fpot my ^ 
fancy pointed out — and infifted upon 
performing it. In order to prevent 
fo generous an intention, which* irould 

have 
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htvetoeen facial to yourowft fclicfcy, and 
that of the lovely Madame De Saa* 
fcerre, I affufred you I had . diteitfed 
«sy fchei&e^— and declared 1 Ihould 
accept of an invitation given me by • 
die Marquis De Louvoi, then general 
of Martinico, to go over to him > 
and fpend fome little while in a 
part of the world which mahy think 
worth feeing, until time could have 
meliorated, in fome meafure, the 
kcennefs of that affli&ion which was, 
at. this period, fo poignant and diftrefs- 
ftri to me* Palmene> who had for- 
fwowiy from a former difappointment, 
tto tendereft of unions with any of 
You III. H *fe 
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the fex, defired, through a frolick, 
as he termed it, before you, to ac- 
company me to the Weft Indies. — 
I agreed to his going with me CD 
Bourdeaux — but not a ftep further. — 
He appeared to acquiefce in this 
determination, but protefted he would 
live in Italy ever after, unlcfs I con- 
quered my difguft to France, and 
confented to return to it, in ivhich 
cafe he would fee it again with plea- 
fure. 

You tried to perfuade me to fuffer 
you to become my companion in my 
voyage to Martinico— but I difluaded. 
you from that propofal, as I plainly 

forefaw 
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forefaw it would have been death to 
your repofe as a lover, as alfo to 
that of Madame De Sanfcerre, who 
indeed, at that time, imagined Ihe 
iaw you only as an amiable and ax> 
complilhed friend. I, however, knew 
better her fentiments of you — for 
from the firft moment of your meet- 
ing* I perceived that Cupid had not 
done his work by halves. 

I objected to your going with mc 
to Bourdeaux, under a pretence of 
its only tendings to protradt the diftrefi 
of parting — but, in reality, left you 
fhould find out that my intention was 
not to go at all. Faimene, who had 
H 2 nothing 
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ndthing to engage him in the world, 
told who lovfcd me well ehough to 
leave it with me (particularly as 
I chofe Italy for my place of refi- 
d*nce) obtained my confent to tear 
a part of rtiy fufFerings. 

As tb the uneafinefe the report of 
my death xould have given you-^- 
I did hbt hopt that you wotild have 
regretted it — but as you knew what 
it was to love with ardour, you 
muft have thought death defirablt 
after fuch a difappointment as mint. 

Thefe are the only reafons I have 
to allcfdge in my defence. — - If I 
have a&ed " wrong, impute it to 4h 

error 
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error in jq4gment> but do my friend- 
fhip jufti.ee. • 

I conjure you, my dear Solignac, 
to let me fee yp« immediately. — 
If you ftill regard me, I claim this 
requeft as a token of it — If you 
do not — - you will gladly lay hold 
of any excufe to deprive me pf 
one of the greateft pleafurcs of my 

life. 

Adieu. — I will no longer detain 
your courier, and be convinced that 
if he is fuperior to betraying his 
lord — your friend is far above an 
idea of tampering with his fidelity. 
H 3 Suffer 
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Suffer me to embrace you foon, my 
dear Solignac, and think me al- 
ways 

Your faithful 

D* Luzy, 






Madame 
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Madame Bjs Sanscerri, 



T O 



Madame De S a v i l l o n-» 



TVTOTHING can equal our happi- 
nefs at the Caftle au Bois, my 
dear Maria — all our paft misfortunes 
are buried in oblivion. 

Luzy — the enchanting Luzy is more 

charming than ever ! — The lively — 

infenfible Palmene more agreeable if 

H 4 poffible — 
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poflible — arid our . Vi&oria's beauty 
receives additional luftre from the 
ecftatick pleafures which have at 
length " crowned her duty and fide- 
lity. 

Solignac received a letter of ex- 
planation from his friend the Comte 
de Luzy, which reftored to him his 
peace, and they met like long fcpa- 
rated friends, whom time and abfenoc 
had rather endeared than alienated 
from each other. They have made 
an exchange of two noble (eats in 
their pofleflion. — Luzy refigns one of 
his in Italy, which is called after 
Petrarch's famed Vaucl$ufe, for Cla- 
rence, 
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rerrce, which Solignac purchased from 
the Marquis De Laufanne with an 
intent of fecuring it for the Marchi- 
onefs in cafe of her hufband's death, 
and which he infilled upon doing 
very ftrenuoufly by putting her at 
prefent in poffeffion of it — but nei- 
ther fhe or Luzy would hear of it, 
unlefs he would accept of an adequate 
return. Vi&oria's eyes thank her 
adoring Luzy for this proof of ten- 
dernefs — he would efteem himfelf far 
t>ver-paid for a much greater* exertion 
of his power to oblige her* by only 
one of thofe fmiles with which fhe 
favours him.— -He feems to live but 
Hj Saw 
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in the hope of making her happ 
The moft trivial inftances he 
fiders as matters of confequence, 
lights in gratifying her in all 
little preferences — in all her A 
formed wifhes.— - Oh, fuch a man, 
dear Maria, does not often app< 
And furely heaven has formed 
him the only woman in the wc 
who could flatter herfelf with poflefl 
unrivalled, fuch a heart. 

Poor Solignac! me thinks the 

of Sardinia does not agree with hit 

he is not fo handfome — nor fo gr 

; ful as he itas in Paris. — He is 

lively at times— at others too dul] 
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He met me in the wood yefterday 
walking with Luzy. — He exclaimed 
againft a converfation fo private, and 
fwore 'the Comte was become a down* 
right monopolizer. — The charming 
creature laughed at his fears of him, 
and. appeared to rally. — He, howr 
ever y without feeming . to intend it,, 
foon flipped away, and left Solignac 
to entertain me alone* When he was 
gone, Solignac kified my hand, and 
faid fome gallant thing or other about 
my looks. 

« Pfha !" cried I, rather peevifhly 
—and turned afide. 

H 6 * What 
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"•What is. the matter, my. amia- 
ble Julia ?" returned he, " Are you 
not well i — Or have I been fo un- 
fortunate as to offend?" 

I anfwercd not— He proceeded • 

€ < Tell me, my beloved miftrefs— » 
iufFer me to penetrate into thofc ideas 
which fcem* fQ greatly difturbed — no 
common circumftance could have 
thus ruffled your tranquility." 

« Stupid I" replied I. 

€C Ha I" exclaimed he*—" I befcech 
your pardon, madam. — When you are 
at leifure to hear me with patience 
—when you are difpofed to away with 
my ftupidity — for the fake, at leaft, 

of 
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of the ardour with which I contem- 
plate 7 our fuperiority— ^you' will find 
roc ready to obeyr~and* happy to at- 
tend your fuoomons." . • 

He made me a pretty half ftately 
graceful bow — and walked off without 
being recalled. 

"Now, Sanfcerre," cried I tomy- 
fclf, when Solignac was out £f fight, 
* c thou art, indeed, a ftrange^. incott- 
fiftent, ridiculous mortal ! -^ Here i$ 
a" man^a veiy *gocd Jort of a mah — 
whom you loved the other, day to a 
degree of enthufiafm — whom you have 
promifed to marry— and whofe fide- 
lity you have made a cruel tml'-of. — 

Here 
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Here now, I fay, becaufe he is. not 
quite {a handfome as Luzy— becaufe 
he does not command fo much ready 
wit — nor fo elegant a flow of language 
— r?nor offer a nofegay with fo much 
grace — nor prefs a lady's fingers with 
fo gentle, nor fo tender an air — and 
ft) becaufe he is not fo very perfect 
— you treat him ill — you view hira. 
with difdain — you oblige him to quit 
your prefence." 

I paufed— I believe I blulhed— in 
truth I was afhamed of my beha- 
viour, and was determined ta advance 
owards the Caftle in order to make 
eace with my forlorn fwaio. — But 

will 
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will you believe that I found the 
gentleman in the dumps, after mak- 
ing a long complaint of me to Vic* 
toria, who afiutrted upon my approach 
all the grave airs of a matron. — 
When I entered the faloon, where they 
were fitting in judgment on me, T 
was received by the Comte with all 
the diftant refpeft due to an entire 
ftranger- — and by the Marchionefs — as 
a giddy indifcreet creature, who was 
about to trifle away her happinefs* — 
An air of pity and refentment, were 
by turns put on as I drew near her 
f— fhe, however, tittered not a fyllable 
—and I affe&ing not to obferve the 

inge 
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change which was- vifible in both, 
drew a chair near Vi&oria, and fat 
down. 

<f A charming morning," cried I, 
<c for walking ! — I have been ramb- 
ling about the woods thefe two 
hours." 

Not a word front? either, 

" Have you amufed yourfelf in the 
fame way, my dear ?" faid I to my 
pretty, prudent friend. 

" No, madam." 

" Why then, it is a thoufand pities t 
-—Purling ftreams — fhady groves— and 
iuch a lover as Luzy — aw certainly 
irrefiftible objj&s — - and Ihould be 

conftant 
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cpnftaat accompanyments to each 
oth^r." 

u I am ever happy," replied (he, 
€t to fes hvzy> . whether it be -within 
or without the ^aftk^J confefs I an) 
fldt romantic enough to » enjoy hi? 
convention only when the [fc«nq is 
jural -t- nor coquet /ufficieatto treat 
lum with difd^p ^ any j^aaci or i* 
any place." ^j . , . k , v - ; ;i 

cc You are a good girl/' anfWored 
I, cc and I am happy that you have 
profited of the- maay: leflbas;! have 
^iven youon4hat fi^ea/' . ! : 

She endeavoured to reftrain a laugh 
— the Comte da^ed to fmile cofttemp- 
tuoufly. " But," 
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" But," cried I, cc I declare I am 
a thoughtlefs being — you and your 
friend feem to have had a feriou* 
tete-a-tete. — Perhaps I difturbed you ! 
—Nothing could be further from my 
intention/* ,- 

I arofe — Viftoria held my hand* 

€€ I believe, Sanfcerre, you are a 
litde jealous of my engroffing, Solig^ 
nac's converfation." ' 

I burft into an affe&ed laugh of 
triumph. 

* Who, I jealbus ? — Oh, heaven I — 
and of the Comte too ! — Indeed 2 mp 
dear, you are extremely pleafant tKis 
morning ! — But I proteft to you I am 

... as 
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as much compofed as if I had met 
you flirting with my brother. — -Adieu. 
— Pardon me — but I cannot help foul- 
ing at the conceit." 

Vi&oria would not let me leave 
them — fhe told me, that I had been 
the fubjeft of their converfation/ and 
fhe was concerned to hear that I had 
unkindly driven her friend from my 
prefence. — To cut the ftory fhort — I 
will tell you that Solignac apologized 
for daring to refent a little harmlefs 
coquetry of mine — and I was brought 
tp acknowledge myfelf wrong in hay- 
ing exercifed it. — In fine* Luzy fbon 
after appeared — and partly by per- 

fuafion* 
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fuafion, aad partly by grave, kftures^ 
they made me promife, that on the 
day which gives Vidloria the title of 
Luzy, I am to aflume th^t <?£ Solig* 
nac The qreatuse has heen arrogant 
.uppn it, I afiure you, ever fince^r 
$nd it is with difficulty that I keep 
hiin ia any tQkraUs degrw Qf orfor 
rrl endeavoured, indssd^ to humble 
him fome times by a fly fort of 
flirtation with the elegant Palmene— 
but the man is infenfible to fuch 
malice — and feems. to fet it at de- 
fiance. — I do not know but he has 
hit upon the only method of curing 
me of fuch folly. . w 

Palmene, 
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^almette, who iapplied to the Mar- 
quis De Laufanne in behalf of the 
good old people who refided in this 
Caftle, and who are now, by our 
Vi&oria's bounty, very comfortably 
fettled in a habitation of their own, 
has made a match between their 
youngeft daughter and a fervant of 
his, one of the moft worthy fellows in 
the univerfe. — the young folks like 
each other — and their wedding has 
been folemnized with the greateft 
feftivity. They are to be fixed on 
one of the Marquis's eftates, which 
is at no great diftance from the old 
couple's dwelling. 
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We are foon to be in Paris — wc 
Jhall firft, however, pay our refpe&s 
at Belvoir Caftle. — Adieu, my dear 
Savillon, 

Yours moft truly, 

Julia de Sanscerre. 



& & & 3flC 
48C 



Madame 
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Madam De Savillon, 



T O 



Madame De Laus an n e* 

T TAKE up the pen to upbraid 
you, my Vi£toria, with ftaying fo 
long in Sardinia, when your, friends in 
France are dying with : impatience for- 
your return* I have a little ftranger 
to prefent to you on your arrival at 
Bel voir $ who, though he has not yet 

acquired 
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acquired all the gallantry of his father, 
will not, I am fure, be infenfiblc to 
your carcfles. 

The Duke De Maurice is married : 
— A young and artlefs country girl 
enflaved him ; and as fhe happened to 
prove virtuous — he confented to give 
her the honours attending on Madame 
La Duchefle. — He has reformed the 
moft vicious <of lives, h*- He i% Veif 
feldona in Para — and give* up eveh- 
the pleasures of ambition to facrifice 
to domeftic felicity. Madame La 
Bert'B fate it is faid (hocked hinan- 
the poor creature died of a putrid 
fever, in the delirium of which the 

Duke 
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Duke faw. hpf . She was a ftriking 
pidurci of vice breathipg its laft.in 
^elpair. She often called upon the 
name of I^ufanne — fonaetimes . in 
execration of it ~-vap others / in im- 
ploring pard/m.^-r-She died more fen- 
fiblc .of the horrors of eternity, than 
of ; thpfe . offences whiqh qecafioned 
t^t horror. — She often ftarted, ^and 
afced the. perfons around her, whether 
tbg believed there vxas : a God indeed?. 
r-M other times flie exclaimed, " My 
l$e*— ah, how, fhQrt doth it .appear! 
—And yet, alas ! j^coul4,not, ; during 
thefe .few years, ' jwjdtp. ouf prepara- 
tion for the lifq i;: thatf ^tgug^l^jt for- 
^ypuIU. I ever' 
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ever!" She expired In agonies— 
which the agitations of her mind 
contributed to render infupportable. 
A pious prieft, who was called in, 
frequently endeavoured to make her 
as fenfiblc of the mercies of the God 
whom fhe feared, as of his jufticc 
— but fhe would never liften to his 
foothing converfation. She told him, 
Not all his rhetoric could ferfitadt her 
that any mercy for her could be found 
in a brcaft that was purity itfelf 
When (he was almoft dying, he bade 
her call upon God. — " Ah," cried 
lhe, €t l am reduced to hope that 
there ii na God at all !* 

Thus 



The HERMIT of the ROCJC, X yi 
Thus *it is, my dear Vi&oria, with 
til libertines, — They daugh at reli* 
gion, which would put a reftraint 
upon Hcentioufnefs — but when that 
awful moment comes, which is to 
convey them they know not whither 
■^ ah, what doubts —what pangs— 
what horrors !— Though k fhould be 
granted that religion is a phantom, 
would it not be fefer to be guided 9 
by it ?— It is at leaft a harmkfs one, 
and will lead us to no ill. — On the 
contrary^-it will fave us from com- 
mitting a&ions which, in reafonable 
n^KiH?) we would bhiih at having 
performed— n»t bsowfe they infringe 
I 2 Qa. 
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on virtue — for virtue can only be. 
ftaunch where religion lives, but from 
a certain fear of the world which ijs 
natural to thofewho live in it. — Ah, 
what confblat ion on a dying bed to 
fey,: "I have hopes-— -- 1 have been 
promifed falvation— I have endeavoured 
to obtain it!— -If .there is a God 
X which it is my intereft to believe) I 
am fecure of happinefs — if not, there 
is comfort in an unpolluted con- 
fidence, • which was my heaven on 
earth. — Poor La Bert! — we will draw 
the curtain over her frailties— and only 
remember what they were, that we may 
endeavour to avoid them. 

Tell 
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"Tell Sanfcerre that I am glad fhe 
has been at length convinced of her 
mifconduft in converting fuch a man 
as Solighac into a mere -dangler. — I 
rejoice that a time is appointed for 
making him bleffed.— My mother in- 
fifts that the celebration of thefe two 
happy nuptials fhould be performed 
at Belvoir Caftle. Ah, my dear Vic- 
toria, is it poflible that our Luzy is 
again reftored — and that we have 
fmiling profpe&s once more in view t 
Haften to us, my beloved friends, 
and delay not to enter into a ftate, 
which I experience to be of all others 
the happieft. Every thing here is 
I 3 tc^d^ 
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ready to receive you— every onfc 
look forward to your arrival wid 
impatience which cannot be defcri 
— My Vi&oria cannot refufe this c 
eft entreaty to 

Her, 
Maria db $*vft,i 






A&a 
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Madffmt De Lausanne, 
to 
Madame Oe Savillo'n* 

TVTO, my dew iMaria, 1 cannot re* 
fufe you — I will no longer 
plead the mourning of a widow — I 
have hitherto done my 4 ut y> anc * w ^ 
now prepare to perform it once more 
in the chara&er of a wife. 

We fhall be at Belvoir Caftle foon 

^fter the receipt of this, — We antici- 

v ' 1 4 pate 



176 Thi HERMIT of *h* RQGK> 
pate the happinefs that awaits us— 
we wifli for nothing more* I em- 
brace you, my. de^r, Madame DeTil- 
lineuf, and Lindor, with tendernefs.— * 
Believe me 

Always yours, . I 

Victoria de Lausanwi. 



<U£J? 



ffe 
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"the Comte De Luzv, 



r o 



fbe Marquis D e Pa t m ens. 



w 



E lament your abfehce, my dear 
Palmene. — Wc curfe the uri- 
Iucky accidents that detain ydu J 'in 
Paris. — You,- however, infift 'ilp&Wiixk 
not waiting your return to BMvoif 
before we folemnize our felicity. — 
In obedience to that tommartd'we 
I 5 have 
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have fixed upon to-morrow as the 
which is to blefs your Luzy 
ever. 

Ah, my Palmene, when I r< 
upon all my pall inquietudes — i 
I compare my prefent charming 
(pe£ts with thofe hours of horror 
jealoufy which once fo cruelly 
mented me — I am in amaze— I 
hardly perfuade myfelf that 1 ai 
my perfe& fenfes — and that it is 
Vi&pria: — my life — my miftrefs \i 
JL continually behold. — Good Go< 
it poffible, that after all my wc 
after feeing her the wife of am 
—after deploring her as loft to 

fai 
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faithful i)ofom-rrflic!lh0tild al length 
be freed from that fatal engagement 
which had robbed her of peace, &n4 
uearly of life-~and that Jhe ftiQul4 t>f 
now upott tha very eve of fulling 
thofe vows which heaven had fo often 
heard her make in favour of huzyl 
«*R*jotce with mc, my friejkd, thfrt 
in returning to the world I have 
regained the only treafure in it, which 
could have fatisfied a heart as tendef 
and as conftant as mine. 

Madame De Viliinetif is a little 

akettd fince I faw her laft+4-k can, 

however, only be from thofe ravages 

^hich time is wont to make on an 

16 aged 
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aged form* her mind was ever aim- 
able, was ever exalted— *-and in that 
relpeft Madame : De Villineuf \ ,has 
fifff&ed no decay. Her daughter, my 
lovely Maria, is ft ill as charming as 
an angel — and her hufband, our ac- 
complifhed Savillon, never (hone more 
than. in the chara&er of a married 
man. 

We have had fome laughable trou- 
ble with Madame Dc Sanfcerre . fince 
her arrival at Bel voir. *— ~ She affe&s 
to repent of having confented fo 
readily to favour our friend Solignac 
~~ and flie pretends to declare fori- 
oufly, that ihe will defer his bappi- 
' i nefs 



TtaaJHERMIT of :thb;ROCIC 181 
njofs- to l; another , , opportunity. — ,Hc 
flrfugs hisi fhouldena — he mfckes her 
a j bow; • nus,\defefpsiri\ -rr. J I j exclaim, 
"?6 Leave hdrrtthenpmyi friend*^if ihe 
cah/Vthus . trifle with- linearity rlikc 
yours VI, Madame De Sahfcerre; im- 
mediately levels her wit at, me^-fomc 
fhafts penetrate, others. recoil upon 
the>lair ircher. Solignae is now in 
a high debate with her on>'the very 
fubjed-^he pleads her own pf omife 
feeing pafied. — Shfe contends for afting 
without reftraint* -«- It is, however, 
merely pour f offer k terns — her love 
for him being, in truth, no lefs vio^ 
lent than his is for her. 

Madame 
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. Madame De Savillon and Vi&dria 
are walking together in the garden 
•^Htheir , cdnverfation feems highly in* 
terefting.;*** I hare a full riew df 
them from my window. *** What 
beauty ~- what innocence does each 
countenance • difplay ! — Oh, my Vic* 
toria, -what a Jhape ! what an air ! 
«•*• Patfdon my fond pen Palmene-** 
but I cannot behold her unmoved. 
~- Ah, how fuperior is fhe to all 
her fe*~* -even to her fkir friend*** 
who is, in the -abfence of Vi&oria, 
a mafier-ptece of peife&ion !-**Thcy 
draw npar-— Vi&oria looks up *— ihe 

finiles. 
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fmiles* < — Heavens, what raptures 
dwell upon her lips! — They beckon 
my approach. — I fly to obey. 

* * * * ***** 






?*& 
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The Comte Di Luzy >(( 



* ♦ (i« continuation.) . * 

rnr^HIS is the day which has crowned 
me with felicity, my Falmene. 
— I am all love — all tumult — all 
tranfport. — Let it be marked as the 
sera of permanent blifs to thy friend. 
— She comes — I hear her ftep. — Not 
another fentence by heaven ! 



*b€ 
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The CoMTfi De Savulon, 



(Ih mtlnMHWi) 



T BEG leave to congratulate you, 

* dear Marquis, upon the commence* 
merit of our friend's permanent blifs. 
— I ' am ' juft returned from ' church 



with him* and his angelic bride, So- 
lignac and 'his : bewitching one". — Our 
company was large — our countenances 
very joyful. 1 — Madame 1 6e Sofignrac 
takes from me the pen. ' 
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Madame D e Soviqkac^ 

(In continuation.} 

TV JjTY good friend, would you think 
•*■ it ?— They have married me at 
laft !— - -I, who to long have contended 
for widowhood and freedom — have 
been abfolutely entangled by matrix 
mony. without fo much as inteftd- 
ing to play fo fopli/b a part !-r-I was 
told of promifes I could not have 
made in my fenfes : — I was threatened, 

if 
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if I did not comply, with the de- 
fertion of your whole fex:-*- 1 was 
alarmed. — In f\nt 3 I have given So- 
lignac my hand-— and I heartily wifti 
that he may not repent of this con^ 
defcenfuHV 






"A** 
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tbt COMTE 0B SoLlGtfAC* 

(In ctntlnMtion.) 

T^TO, my dear Marquis, I can never 
A repent my poffeffing fo charm?- 
ing a woman i — ■ I fhall always look 
back on the moment that made her 
mine, as the one in which my hap- 
pinefs was fecured Forever. 

Why are you not with us? — We 
want only your prefence to compleat 
the feftivity of the fcene. — Madama 

De 
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De Luzy appears, and protefts that 
fhe will add a few lines in this joint 
letter. — Adieu — I^refign to her the 
pen. 



eWxxNb 

3es£ 
3? 



Moiamt 
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Madame E>e L u z y. 



(In continuation.) 



TT is now, Marquis, that my feli- 
city is complete, and I have no- 
thing more to wifli for. — Luzy is 
mine — the indiffoluble band of mar- 
riage has at length crowned thofe 
vows which were made long fince 
by the molt conftant and tender of 
hearts. Can this life afford any thing 

more 
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more charming thai) fuch an union ? 
— No, my dear friend, it is impofli- 
ble. — Come, then, and be a witnefe to 
this truth. 



•X 



Madame 
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Madame De Luzy, 

t o 
Madame De Solignac at Paris. 

TT 7E hourly regret your abfence, 
my dear Julia, and think Bel- 
voir is not Belyoir without you. — 
Our , rural fports, are however con- 
tinued — and we have been prefent at 
a ruftick marriage, which has given 
new life to the happy people about 

us. 
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tis« r The pretty Sophia was united 
to Nannette's brother a week "* ago. — 
-We danced 6n the grfeen ;jwhere-the 
charms' of ' the artlefs bride had fa 
often fhbhe torifpicuoiis— -and 1 in truth 
there never was a ririohr lbVH y coti- 
pl£. — rLArcy daricevl -a go'od deal with 
jier-i— as did Savilldn and : the Marquis 
Dfe Villars. — She was the queen of 
the night — and became the honours 
chat- were paid her. * A circumftance 
happened that I will not omit to 
relate/ becaufe I know you will 
hare the: pleafure . of laughing at me 
abomir.-^In fa<5t v .I deferve your ridi- 
• I Vol. III. K cule 
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culje^nd wi}l therefore igiv^; you ^ 
. oppoKtiwiity of cxercifiog it, - 

Aw^Qg *h^. vififprs yh$ f _ tt^re <xtyu; 
day invi:^l r ; came .3 beautjfpl . jobng 
^rrfcd woman, who i$ jufrjaFriv^d 
Iftom Italy .-^ber qaroe EXe St. Clare. 
MpnijieuF De St. : Clar? f%w iier ^t 
. 5olognar-^an[^ .after a cotytfhip- s>f a, 
very few months made h?r t fri$, *Rd 
brought Jier to hi* <##£ ,ne$r B$l- 
voir. — She is tall — well: fhapsd-^has 
piercing bl^ck eyes-^-aod a beautiful 
languor in them which inter^fts in 
her favour all who behojd . them*-*- 
She has, however, ■ a fpice ef coquetry 
•l .in 



jn L jicr^^UjojBLtion .^th^t Jier looks, do 
not give you reafon tp jupgofp— but 
.which J discovered very ipan,, as you 
fliall judge. 

Upon Luzy's entrance into the faloon, 
{he feerned ajmazed — fhe, arofe: — fjie 
confiderpd: hifn with attention t — ftie 
evidently liked his perfqn— and after 
fettling her bouquet, and, adjufting her 
features, fhe by the moft refined 
act drew him towards her to admire 
a {huff-box, which fhe had produced 
( as a curious piede of workmsyifhip. 
Upon his approach, Ihe put it in his 

hands with an air which was per- 

• '..•' ■ ■ ■-■ ■■ 

feftly charming — and began a con- 
K 2 verfation 
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verfation with him, fo plcafant and Co 
. witty ' in itfelf, as engaged him to 
jdraw a 1 teat near hers, and keep it 
up with fpirit. Here, my dear So- 
lignac, I felt an uneafy fenfation*— • 
He handed her to ' dinner — he fat 
himfelf by her fide — he helped her 
to the moft exquifite delicacies— he 
layed with her fan — he ventured to 
draw out a rofe from her bouquet, 
which he fattened to his coat with 
an air of grace and gallantry, that to 
you I need not defcribe.— I blufhed 
—my bofom throbbed — a tear had 
almoft ftarted. — You muft not fup- 
pofe, however, that I was, during this 

fcene, 
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fcene, negle&ed.. He fat oppefite -to 
me—his eyes, wo.uld often meet mine, 
when they would fpeak y until tertibk 
things" If; I fpoke, he was all at-. 
tendon — when I fang, he feeroed to 
fprget every \bocty ,but Victoria.,— 
Yet I .was uaeftfyv— Madame De St. 
Clare, I regarded as a dangerous rival. 
—Her rofy lips— *her .wb^e and even, 
teeth—the beauty of her hand and 
trm — all which Ihe endeavoured to 
fiiew off on this occafion to th$ highefl: 
advantage — perplexed and confufed, 
me— -I ^regretted already -my fate — 
arid thought I re.ad its ,unhappi- 
nefs. 
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In tlfe :i ^VcnJng we '^BSmbfed"'©^' 
a Taifge lawn", and we re** entertained 
witfrfome "beautiful f&fc- Works which 
were ' played from the adjacent gar- 
dens,' 'and vhkfr formed a moft en- 
chanting right (torn the deRgfrrfiit fpot l 
where 1 we fat to view &ertt.— Madame 
Ue-tii. Clare; during : thifs f&fiie, fttove 
to attract Ltizy Ktho wa9 ftaftding 
near me, and making forfte oBierva- 
tions on the particular magnificence" 
o£a furl that was then letting oiffV 
She held in her hand arv apple 'which' 
fhe propofcd to thrbw— and hi si wira 
and' fi vefy manner "' declared/' atalanra 
like, (he would run for it with 'Uttf 
"'' • "'" o^^deman 
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gtrftlemart who would accept the 
cfialleHge. ,!JI Air*' the men but Luzy 
aVdWed ihemfelves Teady to engage, 
with 1 hef ; ii> the race. The Marquis. 
Db ViftaM approached, and, in parti* 
&#}!*&#*$& ] that . he* fhcraltf a# 
ftfe*fraft (1 <^lffl f ^ ^ c!rtc& iettv-thiFoc.* 
izhottl" She v 1d6ked<' at Lti2y. -*i He 
Wak pdlit^-Uie gratiefitfiy offered hi* 
{^kk^^-^e-^c^ptti-of them, 
^a^dffcattiecP th* : f Ma*qui$. "The 
applets thrown— they fet 6ff-^-fhd 
emt-ifWpped the wind**— and ijizy> 
Arotigh gallantry, cferetmhted that fhe 
ftiould conquer!— Sirf 'ftarf r very nearly 
dtJtairted the vi&ory, when in her 
K 4 eagcrnefs 
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eagernefs to fnatch at it — Ihe, un- 
luckily gave , a. painfuL- turn.,. tp her 
foot, and . fell. — Every perfon flpw 
towards her — and I among the, num- 
ber. When : we drew neafc. I per* 
ceived that Luzy had thrpwa, hirafelf 
by : ,her, , amj h^:,lwlf-ra^fe^ hjf^rqfn 
the ground. She, liowcver^ ftill fat 
on it, and her head refted on his 
bofora. ■ Madame De St,„Qare; tifyex, 
was — - ot .pretended tq jpfi j. ffjnt;^ 
yolatiles, drops, &c. &cv were, ad- 
miniftered, . and fhe w^s rat... length 
able to arijfe, though . not >. without all 
the affiduity of tlj£ Comt?* yri ; . : - >_ 

. , -. ..- v : W™ 
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When the dance on the green com- 
menced, no one could prevail on 
her to join in it but Luzy. — In 
fhorr, her behaviour was fo parti- 
cular and ridiculous, that it occa- 
fipned much mirth to .every, body 
excepting me. 

After her departure, the Comte was 
rallied, on the fubjedt of her partiality.. 
He laughed heartily — protefted the, 
lady did him too much honour \ anci I 
heard him, in a whifper to Lindoir 
declare, that Juch ftrong love had never 
been made him before. 
. .Men, rny dear Julia, be they ever 
fo ^fenfible and amiable, are al\vav& 
K 5 vain 
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vain o£a I&fty's favour.-r-He cohfcffed 
that Etc believed he enjoyed .fier's — 
and was one of the very firft to ridi- 
cule her folly. This made me, in" 
fome meafure, eafy — • but when we 
were alone, he exprefled to me firth 
a thorough difguft of her behaviour* 
contrafted'with the delicate one (as 
he' was pkafed to call it) of h& too 
hippy Vi&oria's, "as made larie ' feel 
ab&lqteljr aihamed of my unjuff fear$. 
— I told him of them, raillying at 
tlie fame time my own folfyy and 
placing it in die rtioft laughatde 
point of view— rhe (hatched mc tw 
hi* bofom — lie afked me, if his' hriH 

bad 



»/ fat® ^'Picmtmm r &ke#?1&>*tixite& 
fae;''tfat ] 'Jb'jfdr Jhk %i%fltoucirifd by 
iit 'cbdrmsy he bad tb ought ^ fbey there 
fftroTjOH atiudy upotr' a wvmanjb brdkti- 
catty and Jo inipritdeftt in her conduits : 
"Thus, my ftitiS, halite' I rfclitedr* 
*> cireuilrtfta&cfe which m\t not fail/ V 
ztri fare, of drawing on riic* your 
mirth— and wfiich' jtotf tA Ufldi$ 
confidering my being aware df tftkt£ 
to be an unparalleled" piece of getfe- 
itlfity. ' 

'N^ami^tte refufestd ^fjra^fttif 
ftrtttdr of && pfcbe, merely beeati# 
ffie will notf jteit #hK me; VTH^ 
Cdtate* Bowev^' inlftb update* 
-' . K < making 
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making the ma^ happy, promiling that 
he will place him in affluence on a 
Uttle eftate which he means to pu^ 
chafe vfo^ them near Clarence i. and (hat 
Nannette, in th^t cafe,, will be always 
near \me. .- She . evidently likes , the 
honeft.man, who with gratityd^ accepts 
qf, this propofal-r-gnd I hope to com- 
prpmife ,the matter before we leave 

Belvoir., 

I Aall expeft that you will go witfy 
U3 to Clarence. — The whole party 
here, in one voice, hjts fc engaged. to 
accompany us, r thither. iji a -fortnight 
-*We Ihall call on you i;i j£aris— \ 

by; my> fy&d°*%^M& m$& 
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our refpe&s at^Verfailles, we mean to 
bid adieu for fome time to that feat 
of noife and folly, and take up our 
refidence in. the ever; dear and charm- 
ing (hades of my beloved Clarence* 
Adieu— embrace our Solignac tenderly 
for us. c , 

Victoria De Lvzy* 



r. A 
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Madamt IJi Lvar^ 

r "* • 

fbfiMarqnis Dt Falmski, 

TT7E exjte% ys^r* arrival at Qtaw 
. T rencc, dea^ ; jjiiarquis, with im- 
patience. We look forward to it, as 
in event which will complete the 
"':■■ fcenes 



ffcenes 6f happmefs that we areehgag&f 
ih. Madame De Villineuf, Mad'ariie 
De Savillon, and Madame de Sblig- 
nac, proteft with me that your 
coftVptfny canftot be fpared orr this 
oceafibrt. You have prdrnifecT to- gftref 
ft ; to us 1 fdon— * aiKF in rettfrtir ; I : ga *£ 
you my word to tell you all tfiat 
paffes in the mean while. 

Wteri wcr arrhrell -*t • Paris'* 1 4% 
prepared for our ^ appearance " at v Ver- 
fairfles. The drawing-room was a very 
fbil one— -but hrs majdft did .&fP 
pdfc B^r "fligfttfy oter. -^ Hfc Cdngfatu- 
Ufted*tne on r (¥^ ^^^2^ aiid* M jfkf<$ 
irtfr fornix compliments* accompanied 

Wlt&t 
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with that air of gracioufnefs fe 
peculiar ; to him, which gave them 
charms' that 1 was not infenfible 
to-, 

Our reception from tjie queen 
^a$ .. very flattering. The Comte De 
j^rtois was by when . we had ( . the 
honour of kiffing her majefty'j- 
band* On our retiring from thq 
circle, he joined us. He prefented 
me to L l yzy > »teUing.,,fc&n/ /hit be 
bad once loved me — but tbat my virtue 
4^1 attachment to bim, . had Jo Jteelcd 
my boJofn ) agpinjl bi$\,ferJuafions-T-tbat 
be, had quitted me in- defyair* 

. .'.. ' . . .. %t If, 
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« If; tny letti," added he* ".{he 
-was then proof againft my - love, 
iioW much : morc invulnerable* to it 
! tnuft ^fhfe be when in 1 thfe poflfefiion . 
of ■ the i rftah, c whdfe '■ : bare idea at 
that time, made her irifenfible to 
every other individual <■ of the fexj 
-^- I irtuft ' tell you," purfued the 
Comte with an *air of gallantry! 
" that in calling this amiable crea- 
ture yours-^-I look upon you as the 
happieft man in the uiuverfe." - *. , 
Y6ti may fuppofe otir friertd re* 
ceived thefe fpeeches with no tefc 
grace than they were fjtoken. n- In 
the vatiity of my heart I irtuft de- 
-• clare 



•4\9*c,febl.-tm $# jJ&B i^forfp court 
r^pgcared. ^-cb^icne^ ^»4»- &? *i r apd 
*d.^fe.^XMiW^; JW 1 .^?oWi $yer 
^iftifi^Ih^} Kipvn^ip. d^es npt 4c^n 
^ fe«f£ la&ctne^w* of tjwir favquiy . 
^ r l^j Jftpe, jve nh^ve . ,t>ijiflen adieu , t? 
r 5^rfaiWes :fpr pRe ^le^-^We >fet 
^pff with .<wr jfrjendp the nefct, day 
Arj.Qtf&ncfe ^hpfe lv woods ^and rural 
beauties* arp in high perfection. 

. Aifli dft tj)i$ - fcene of. iblicity, ... my 
good friend, >W$> ad^re the beneficent 
anthem **f ow pr-gfent joys f a**d re- 
member, wiih penitence, thpfe hours 
M^-pitffed in bUt#ty complying, of 
x»jf foe* We a*s bp?ome converts to 

: -h . this 
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> • • i - » 

this tryth: that the affli#ion$ which 

* ' V • ■ . .'* v . • 

heaven fends, fhould always be borne 

with refignation — and our hopes of 

better profpe&s ought never to fce 

given up — for that God who chaftifes 

usi t:an gitfe ui comfort, and woAifig 

« 
is fo picafinglia' his fight- as ap entire 

confidence in fyis mercy, , 

Adieu. — We await your coming with 

impatience/ 

Victoria De Luzv, 
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